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TOM TAT

Biéu twong Phra Mae Thorani - Nit than Pt trong Phdt gido
Theravada - nhw mot biéu twong ddc thu cua “Me Pat thieng
lieng” (Terra Mater) trong tin nguong cua nguoi Khmer Nam B.

Phra Mae Thorani la ket qud ciia s tiép bién van héa phit hop voi
ky ikc ciia ché d¢ mau hé va tin ngudng tho nit than cia nguoi
Khmer Nam Bg. Nghién curu dwoc thyc hién nham khang dinh vai
tro cua Phra Mae Thorani da vugt ra ngoai hinh mau Terra Mater
truyen thong, khéng chi gidi han trong chu ky sinh dwdng ti nhién
ma con la nhdn chimg dao dire, la nén tang cho tién trinh gidi thodt
trong Phdt gido Theravada. Két qua nghién ciru ciing chi ra sw
chuyén héa biéu twong hoc phan dnh tién trinh nit quyén héa ton
gido trong van héa Khmer Nam Bo. Pong thoi, ket qua bai bao nay
tao tién dé cho viéc thuc hién cac nghién cieu tiép theo vé cau triic
biéu twong nit tinh thiéng trong cdc tén gido ban dia va Phdt gido
ban dia héa 6 cdc nuwée Péng Nam A.

Tir khoa: Me Bcft, nguoi Khmer, Phat gido Theravada, Phra Mae
Thorani, Terra Mater, tin nguong ban dia

ABSTRACT

The symbol of Phra Mae Thorani - Goddess of Earth in Theravada
Buddhism - is a specific symbol of the "sacred Mother Earth"
(Terra Mater) in the beliefs of the Southern Khmer people. Phra
Mae Thorani is the result of cultural acculturation in accordance
with the memory of the matriarchal system and the goddess
worship of the Southern Khmer people. The authors affirm that the
role of Phra Mae Thorani has gone beyond the traditional Terra
Mater model, not only limited to the natural life cycle but also as
a moral witness, the foundation for the process of liberation in
Theravada Buddhism. The authors also point out the
transformation of symbolism reflecting the process of religious
feminization in the Southern Khmer culture. The article creates a
premise for further studies on the structure of sacred feminine
symbols in indigenous religions and localized Buddhism in
Southeast Asian countries.

Keywords: Indigenous beliefs, Khmer people, Mother Earth, Phra
Mae Thorani, Terra Mater, Theravada Buddhism
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1. GIOI THIEU

Trong van héa Pong Nam A, c6 nhiéu biéu
tuong gin véi ton giao va tin ngudng dan gian, trong
d6 Phra Mae Thorani - Nit thin Dat trong Phat gido
Theravada - 1a mot biéu tugng dic thi. D6i voi cong
ddng ngudi Khmer ¢ Nam Bo, hinh anh Phra Mae
Thorani khong chi la mét nhan vét phy trong truyén
ké Phat gido, ma con 1a biéu | trong cua Me Dat - hién
than cua thién nhién, sy sdng va sy bao vé thiéng
liéng. Qua biéu tuong nay, nguoi Khmer thé hién
niém tin rang Dit khong chi 1a noi con ngudi sinh
song ma con la mot thye thé séng co linh hdn, gin
lién vé6i cac nghi 18, niém tin va sy sinh soi.

Nhung tir ddy vin dé da dwoc dit ra 1a: Vi sao
Phra Mae Thorani lai c6 vai tro quan trong trong tin
ngudng cua ngudi Khmer? Biéu tuong nay da dugc
nguoi Khmer "ban dia hoa" nhu thé nao dé vira
mang yéu td Phat gi4o, vira mang yéu t6 tin ngudng
dan gian?

Viéc tra 101 nhitng cau hdi trén day s€ giap kham
pha duoc ¥ nghia siu xa cua biéu tuong nay trong
céch ngudi Khmer nhin nhan mdi quan hé giira con
ngudi, thién nhién va thé gidi tdm linh.

2. PHUONG PHAP NGHIEN CUU

Bai viét thudc loai hinh nghién ciru dinh tinh, két
hop véi viée phan tich biéu twrong hoc, v6i khung 1y
thuyét tiép can lién nganh: Ton gido hoc, Vin hoa
hoc, Nhan hoc biéu tugng, Lich str ton gido. Muc
dich cua tac gia la 1am rd y nghia biéu twong cua
hinh twong Phra Mae Thorani (Me D4t thiéng liéng)
trong van héa Khmer Nam B¢, thong qua viéc phan
tich kinh sach, khao sat kién trac - ngh¢ thuét chua
Khmer va nhan thic - thuc hanh cua cong dong.

Déi tuong nghién ciru: Hinh tugng Phra Mae
Thorani trong van héa Phat gido Khmer Nam Bo
(tranh v&, phu diéu, tuong thd, van ban ton gido, tin
ngudng dan gian). Phuong phap nghién ctru lién van
ban da dugc van dung tr sy thu thap cac nguén tu
liéu: Tam Tang Pali, cac ban chu giai (Atthakatha),
c4c cong trinh nghién ciru di xudt ban vé Phat gido
Theravada va van hoa Khmer c6 ghi nhén hinh
tugng Phra Mae Thorani trong kién tric va nghé
thuat chua Khmer (tranh v&, diéu khic, hoa vin)
cung vai su thuc hién phéng véan su sdi va Phat tur
Khmer vé nhan thirc, niém tin, thuc hanh lién quan
dén Phra Mae Thorani & mot s6 chua tiéu biéu.

Phuong phap nghién ctru: Viée quan sat tham
du, truc tiép séng cing cong ddng, tham gia sinh
hoat hang ngay va cac nghi 1& dia phuong da dugc
thuc hién dé ndm bét thuc hanh tr gbc nhin nguoi
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trong cudc. Bén canh d6, cudc phong van su sai va
Phat tir Khmer vé nhan thirc, niém tin, thuc hanh lién
quan dén Phra Mae Thorani da duoc tién hanh & mot
s6 chuia tiéu biéu & dia phan tinh An Giang nhu chua
Xa Toén, chua Krang Krdch, chia Phnom Pi Krom,
chua Ta Teng va chua Tra Phot. Viéc lya chon cac
co s ton gido ny lam dia diém khao sat xuit phat
tur gia tri lich st 1au doi, khong chi luu gilt ky e
truyén thong ciia cong ddng Khmer vé hinh tuong
Phra Mae Thorani ma con phan anh rd nét sy giao
thoa gitta Phat gido Theravada vai tin ngudng dan
gian va cac dong chay van hoa - ton giao khac. Cac
ghi chép dién da duoc phan tich theo phuong phap
chu dé& (thematic analysis). Trong sudt qua trinh, tac
gia duy tri thai d6 phan tu dé nhan dién anh huéng

ctia vi tri nghién ctru dén dién giai.

3. KET QUA VA THAO LUAN
3.1. Terra Mater: Biéu twgng Me DAt thiéng
liéng trong ton gido qua ling kinh cia
Mircea Eliade

Trong nhiéu nén van héa cb dai, hinh tugng “DAt
Me” 1a mot biéu tuong thiéng liéng phan anh méi
lién hé gin bé giita con ngudi voi thién nhién, sinh
ton va vii tru. Tai Hy Lap c6 dai, nir than Gaia dugc
ton kinh nhu c6i nguon sinh thanh van vat, dugc
xem la “t6 mau” cua loai ngudi. Twong tu, trong
tmyén théng V¢ Da, Prithvi hién than cho ngudi me
hién bao ho, nudi dudng mudn loai, biéu tugng cho
tinh phdn thyc va sy bén vimg cua vii try. O chau
My ban dia, Pachamama cua nguoi Inca b1eu dat Dat
nhu mot thyc thé thiéng liéng vé6i ba quyén nang:
bao ho (chu tri mua mang), sang tao (cung cap
ngudn sdng) va hity diét (trimg phat bang thién tai).

Nhirng hinh anh biéu tuong d6 khong don thuan
1a san pham tin ngudng, ma con ham chira mot co
cAu vil tru luan noi dat duoc nhin nhan nhu mot thuc
tai linh thiéng, vuot khoi pham tri vat chat. Tir do,
Mircea Eliade phat trién 1y thuyét vé Me DAt thiéng
liéng (Terra Mater) nhu mot mé hinh biéu tugng vii
try trong tadm thic ton gido nguyén thay
(Eliade, 1957).

Mircea Eliade d4 phan tich sau sic cdu tric biéu
tuong xoay quanh hinh tugng Terra Mater nhu mét
thuc thé nguyén so va pho quat. Theo 6ng, hinh anh
nay la mot trong nhitng biéu tugng nén ting nhét cua
trai nghiém tén gido nhén loai, mang tinh thiéng
liéng sau sic, phan anh mot thé gidi quan ma thién
nhién va con nguoi cung hoa nhap.
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3.1.1. Me Pdt - noi cuu mang va bao boc con
nguoi

Hinh tuong Me Dit (Terra Mater) 1a mot mo-tip
ton gido co xua va pho quét, xuat hién trong nhiéu
nén van hoa tir xua dén nay, nhu mot biéu tuong cuia
kha ning sinh san, tai tao va bao ho su séng. Theo
Mircea Eliade, d4t khong chi don thuan 1a chat li¢u
vat Iy hay khong gian cu tr, ma 1a mot thyc thé linh
thiéng, song dong - mot nguoi me vii try, nudi dudng
moi sinh linh bang chinh than thé va tinh than cta
minh. Véi cai nhin do, con nguoi nguyén thuy
khong song bén ngoai dat ma song trong dat, nhu
song trong long me - gdn b6 va ton kinh mot cach
ban thé.

Dé minh hoa cho quan diém nay, Eliade da dan
161 nha tién tri da d6 Smohalla - nguoi kién quyet tr
chbi canh tac theo 16i phuorng Tay vi cho rang diéu
d6 xtic pham Me Pit: “Cac nguoi yéu cau ta cdy
ddt w? Lam sao ta cé thé cam mot con dao ddm vao
nguee me ta dwoc?... Cac nguoi yéu cau ta cdt co dé
dem bdn, dé lam giau nhw nguwoi da trang w? Lam
sao ta lai c6 thé cdt mét mdi téc ciia me ta dwoc?”
(Smohalla, trich din béi Eliade, 1957, p.138).
Nhig 161 4y nhu mot ban kinh thiéng cta dao 1y
ban thé: Dat khong phai 1a mot tai nguyén dé khai
thac, ma 1 mot ngudi me linh thiéng dé yéu kinh va
gin gitr.

Cam thire nay khong chi thé hién dao duc sinh
thai, ma con phan anh chiéu sau t6n giao - triét hoc:
mdi quan hé gilra con nguoi va dat la mdi quan h¢
ban thé hoc. Con ngudi khong chi séng trén dat ma
con thude vé dat.

3.1.2. Me Bat nhw biéu twong trung tam ciia chu

ky sinh - tr

Trong nhiéu nén véan hoa cb dai, sinh linh duoc
tin 13 sinh ra tir dat va tré vé dat khi chét - mot vong
tron thiéng khép kin. Véi tu cach 1 coi ngudn san
sinh va chon tré vé, Me Dét hién dién nhu mot hinh
anh toan nang - noi sy song khoi dau va ciing 1a noi
su chét tim thdy sy an tra cudi cing.

Mot trong nhitng nghi 1& tiéu biéu thé hién niém
tin nay 1a “Humi positio” - nghi thirc dat tré so sinh
xudng d4t, pho bién trong nhiéu xa hoi c6 dai. Hanh
vi dy 1a mot ctr chi nghi 18 nguyén mau, twong trung
cho viéc trao phd sinh ménh cho Mg Pit. Qua tiép
xuc thiéng liéng ay, su sdng méi duge chap nhan va
dan dat. Trong gidy phut iy, nguoi me khong chi
sinh con, ma con tai hién hanh dong tao sinh ctia Me¢
Dat & cdp do con ngudi. Nguoc lai, khi con ngudi
lia do1 hoac mang trong tdi, ho ciing dugc (hodc bi)
tra lai cho dat. Pay khong chi 1a nghi thirc tang 18,
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ma con 1a moét hanh vi tuong trung siu sic: su khép
lai vong doi dé chuén bi cho mét chu ky tai sinh.
Trong céc kinh dién Vé Da c6 nhing cau: “Nguwoi
chinh la dat, ta dat nguwoi vao dat”, hay “Hay trieon
vé dat, Me cia ngieoi!” (Eliade, 1957, p.141). P6 1a
su quy hdi, mot hanh vi ctia 1ong tin rang chét khong
phai 1a hét, ma 1a tr¢ lai v6i noi khéi nguyén. Van
hoa La Mi cb dai ciing mang cam thtrc ndy. Nhiéu
bia mo khic dong chit “hic natus hic situs est” (sinh
0 dau, chon ¢ do), nhu mot cach khéng dinh ban
nguyén dat dai ctia con ngudi - khong chi 1a dia 1y,
ma la ban thé.

Tt ca céc nghi I, biéu tugng va huyén thoai dy
déu quy vé mot chan 1y: Me Dat khong chi nang do
su sdng, ma con gin giir cai chét - ngudi me nguyén
thity 6m tron ca khdi nguyén 1an hoi két.

3.1.3. Me Dqt nhw biéu twong thiéng liéng ciia
sy phon thuc nir tinh

Tinh sinh san cta ngudi phu nit dugce hinh dung
nhu mot bién thé & cap do con ngudi, phan anh kha
nang sinh san vii try cia Me Dit. Nhiéu huyén thoai
cho thdy Mg Dit c6 thé ty sinh ra sy séng, nhu trong
than thoai Hy Lap, Gaia sinh ra Uranus ma khong
can sy két hop vai nam gi6i. Hinh tuong nay biéu
thi tinh tu than, quyén nang tdi thuong va kha ning
sinh san doc 1ap cua dat.

Trong cac x4 hoi mau hé, phu nit khong chi la
ngudi chu dat ma con duoc xem la nhing nguoi khai
sinh nén nong nghiép. Vai trd ciia ho gan lién véi
viéc gin gilr mua mang va tham gia vao cac nghi 18
lién quan den sinh truong va tai sinh. Diéu nay phan
anh mot cu trac biéu tuong sau sic, trong d6 nir tinh
va dit me duge dong nhat nhu hai biéu hién cta
cung modt nguyén 1y tao sinh.

Kha néng sinh ng, nudi dudng cua phu nir tuong
trung cho stre song va ‘nang lyc tai tao - nhimg pham
chat c6t 15i cia Me Dét, ngudn mach cua sy séng va
thinh vuong. Chinh vi vay, phu nit trdé thanh biéu
tuong sdng dong cua su phon thuc, 1a cau ndi giira
con ngudi va vil try. Hinh anh phu nit gén bo véi dat
dai thé hién su hoa hop ban thé giira nhan loai va thé
gidi thiéng li€ng - noi tinh sinh sdn mang y nghia
linh thiéng trong doi séng xa hoi va ton gido.

3.1.4. Dat Me nhw mot chu thé trong hon phéi

cua vii tru so nguyén

Trong nhiéu hé théng ton gido cb dai, khoi
nguyén ctia vii try duge xem 1a két qua ciia mot hanh
vi than linh: “Hén nhdn than thanh” (Hierogamy)
giita Troi va Dat. Pay khong don thuan 1a mot an
du, ma 1a m6 hinh vii try luan c6 kha nang khuon
dinh cac ciu trac xi hoi va nghi 1&. Trong
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Brhadaranyaka Upanishad, mot trong nhung kinh
van ¢b xua va nén tang nhét cia An Do gido, nguoi
chdng tuyén bd véi vo minh: “Ta la Troi, con nguoi
la Pat” (Eliade, 1957, p.145-147). Loi khing dinh
d6 khong chi thé hién mot quan hé gidi, ma con
khiang dinh mdi cuéc hon nhan 1a sy md phong
thiéng liéng cua két hop sang thé dau tién.

Y niém nay lan tda manh mé véo tin ngudng dan
gian, dic biét trong nhitng nghi 1& ndng nghiép. O
d6, dat dugc hinh dung nhu mot nit thé vi dai can
dugc 1am phi nhiéu bang nang luong sinh san tir
Troi, biéu trung qua mua, anh sang,... Su hop nhat
gilta hai nguyén ly duogc tai hién trong cac 1& hoi
hoan lac dau xuén. Nhirng nghi thire tinh duc tép the
timg dugc phd bién trong nhidu nén vin héa cd,
nhitng nghi thirc nay khong bi xem 1a phan dao due,
ma dugc nhin nhu hanh vi linh thiéng phuc hdi sinh
luc cho dat dai, 1a cach “lam méi” thé giéi - mot nghi
18 vii try nhim mé phong hanh vi sang tao ban dau.

Su hoan lac éy 12 mét su thodi lui c6 chu dich vé
trang thai tién sang thé - khi trat tu chua dinh hinh,
cac phan biét chua phat sinh. Con nguoi tai hién
hanh vi cia than linh khong chi ni lai mach lich st
linh thiéng, ma con kich hoat chu trinh méi: mua
mang dugc lam mai, xa hdi duge thanh téy, sur séng
duoc khaoi sinh.

Hoén nhan, tinh duc, dat dai va chu ky mua vy,
tat ca quy tu trong mot trat ty thiéng, noi ngudi phu
ni - hi€n than cua dat - gilt vi tri trung tam trong

3.2. Dit: nén ting thiéng trong tin nguong -

vian héa Khmer

Trong khong gian Pong Nam A Iyc dia, nguoi
Khmer 1a mét trong nhiing cong ddng som phat trién
nén vin minh ndng nghiép lua nude, gin bé chit ché
v6i chu ky ty nhién, ddc biét 1a yéu t6 dat dai. D6i
v61 ho, dat khong chi 1a noi sinh tén, ma con mang
y nghia thiéng liéng, gén lién v6i hé thong tin
ngudng va vii tru quan. Dit dugc nhm nhu mot thye
thé song dong, nang dong, duy tri mdi lién h¢ hiru
co véi cong dong con ngudi. Trong cdc ngudn cb
thu ctia Trung Qudc khi viét vé quoc gia cua nguoi
Khmer (Phtt Nam, Chan Lap) déu ghi nhan day la
nhitng ving dat nhiéu lam chudng, nguoi Khmer
phai dang cting 1& vat 1én Than nui dé cau mong vu
mua thuan loi, ngii cdc tot twoi. Nhu trong Tiry thie
c6 chép:

“M&i khi dén thang Nam, thang Sau, doc khi lan
tran, ngudi ta ben dem lon trang, trau tréng, dé tring
ra ngoai cong thanh phia tay cang té. Néu khong, thi
ngil cdc s& that bat, luc sic hay chét, dan chung bénh
tat” (Trung, trich dan boi Buong, 2017, tr.277).
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Hay nhu trong Cuu Puong thir cling c6 chép:

“Pit 4y nhiéu hoi doc chudng khi. Trén bién, ca
16n ¢6 khi nho nira than minh 1én mat nudce, to nhu
trai nai. Moi khi téi thang Nam, thang Sau, khi doc
lan tran, thi lai léy trau, lon cling 1€, néu khong thi
ngii cde that bat” (Hu, trich dan boi Puong, 2017,
tr.280).

Diéu kién ty nhién dic thi ciia ving ha luu séng
Mé Kong véi dia hinh thap triing, phi sa mau ma va
mang ludi song ngoi day dac, da tao co s& cho sy
hinh thanh va phat trién cia mot hé thong nong
nghiép thuy loi phtc tap. Tu cac cong trinh Baray
(hd nuéc nhan tao), kénh muong va ky thuat canh
tac theo mua nudce cho thay su két hop giita to chie
x4 hoi va tri thirc sinh thai gan lién véi dat dai. Trong
cAu tric nhan thace do, dat khong chi dam bao canh
tac ma con la biéu tugng cua sy séng, phuc 16¢ va
sur két ndi gitra con nguoi vai thé gidi siéu nhién.

Nim 484, vua Phi Nam (Funan) biy gio 1a Xa
Da Bat (Rudravarman) sai nha su Thich Na Gia Tién
thay minh dang biéu Ién vua Trung Qudc 1a Nam Té
Vil Bé, trong to biéu c6 doan: “Cat tuwong loi thé
gian; cam dong dén quan sinh. S¢ di ¥6 nhir vy,
Troi cam hoa nén ranh. Nui tién goi la Ma Dam,
xanh muét ld cdy lanh. Than Ma Hé Thii La, dwa dé
gidng anh linh. Quéc thé thay dwoc nho, nhan dan
déu an ninh” (Hién, trich din boi Puong, 2017,
tr.258)

Diéu nay tng véi truyén thuyét khoi nguyén cia
ngudi Khmer ké ring, thud khai thién 1ap dia, khi
cac vi than tir troi xudng tran, ho bi quyén rii boi mui
huong tir dat. Khong cudng lai dugc, ho ném thir va
thdy dat “ngon”. Khi tiép tuc an, co thé ho dan bién
d6i, danh mat than tinh. “Cudi cing cac thién than
in dat ma bién thanh nguoi” (Khanh, 2008, tr.10).
Trong tam nhin Ton gido hoc, day khong chi la mot
than thoai, ma 1a biéu hién cua thé gi61 quan hién
sinh va vat linh, noi dat tro thanh yéu t6 ciu thanh
ban thé con ngudi. DAt co st hit siéu hinh, khong
chi 1a vat chat ma 1a nguyén ly sang tao. Truyen
thuyet nay ngu y rang con ngudi Khmer 1a két tinh
ctia than tinh va dia tinh; dat 1a trung gian gilra troi
va nguoi, 1a nén tang ban thé hoc - noi khoi dau cua
su séng, dao dirc va y thirc cong ddng. O cap d6 biéu
tuong, dt duge hiéu nhu “dia linh” - noi t1ep nhin
anh hudng tir vii try, hap thu phiic khi tir tri va phan
anh trang thai dao dirc - tim linh cua cong dong.
Niém tin dan gian cho ring mot ving dat mau md la
déu hiéu cua su “co phuc”, trong khi dat kho cén bi
hiéu 1a “bi nguyén raa” hoic “khong hop via nguoi”.
Mdi quan hé giita con ngudi va dét trong thé gidi
quan Khmer vi thé mang tinh hai chiéu, twong hd va
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thiéng liéng, phan anh mot hé hinh tu duy tong hop
gitta sinh thai hoc ban dia va tin ngudng dan gian.

Khong phai ngiu nhién ma trong vin hoa
Khmer, dét duogc ton kinh nhu mot Me Da‘it, duoc
cau cung trong nghi 1& néng nghiép, trong 18 hoi cau
mua hay dat mong nha méi. Tin ngudng Khmer
khong chi nhdn manh dat nhu khong gian cu tri, ma
con la chimg nhén cua lich str, 1a noi ky gui t6 tién,
1a ban thé cua chinh minh.

Tu tuong hién dat nhu hanh vi dai cong durc ciing
duge duge phan anh siu sic trong Phat gido, dién
hinh qua cau chuyén Cap C6 Poc (Anathapindika) -
mot vi thuong nhan giau cé va mo dao - da trdi vang
phu kin toan bo khu vudn cia Théi tir Ky Pa dé mua
lai thira dat nay, voi muc dich x4y dyng tinh xa Ky
Vién dang 1én Puc Phat va Tang doan. Hay nhu
trong cdu chuyén cau bé Jaya, tién kiép cia vua A
Duc (Ashoka), dd dang chiéc banh dit twong twong
1én Phat, va nho long chi thanh, dugc Puc Phat tién
tri vé phudc béo sau nay cau s& thanh vi vua “thong
tri mot trong bon luc dia”. Nhiing cau chuyén nay
cho thdy hanh vi hién dat khong chi 1a bd thi vat
chit, ma la biéu tugng cua viéc tao can nén cho
Chanh phap bén ré va lan toa trong thé gian. Mot
hinh anh biéu tugng khac la cau chuyén Dirc Phat st
dung hinh anh thira rugng dé dinh hinh phap phuc
Ca sa, thé hién mdi lién hé tryc tiép giira dat (noi
gieo trong) va phéap (noi tu tap). Y phuc cla nguoi
tu dugc vi nhu “rudng phudc”, noi gieo trong cong
duc. O day, dat {tr¢ thanh hinh anh cua tiém ning tu
tap, noi wom mam Giac ngo.

Trong Phat gido Nam truyén, dit khong chi 1a
vat chit ma la mot yéu tb dai chung, mang tinh
thiéng liéng dao duc. Cau chuyén Dé Ba Dat Pa
(Devadatta) - nguoi em ho phan boi Birc Phat - ciing
minh hoa rd nét vai tro biéu tuong ciia dat. Sau nhiéu
14n muu hai Duc Phat, pha hoa hop Tang, Dé Ba Pat
Pa bi xem 1a pham ngii nghich trong ti, ong héi han
va dén dién kién Ditc Phat dé sam héi. Trén dudng
dén noi Drc Phat dang ngy, 6ng bi dét rat xuéng dia
nguc V6 Gian. Hinh anh “d4t rat B¢ Ba Dat Pa”
phan 4nh mot quan diém dao dirc sdu sic: dat la
“chung nhan” cta nghiép bao, 1a phap gidi van hanh
theo quy luédt nhan qua. Trong Phat gido, hanh vi dao
duc dé lai ddu vét, va dat 1a noi ghi khic va thi hanh
quy luat ay.

Khi Phét gido Theravada truyén vao khu vuc
DPong Nam A, trong d6 c6 van héa Khmer, quan
niém vé cong dirc hién dat dugc tiép thu va phat
trién, 14 mot hanh vi céng dirc 16n (puiifiakamma),
¢6 kha ning chuyén héa nghiép va tich lily phude
bau dai lau. P4t tro thanh d6i twong tin niém,
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phuong tién thiéng, noi chira dung cong hanh va y
hudng giai thoat. Trong boi canh 4y, viée so hiru dat,
sir dung dét hay trao ting dat khong con 13 hanh vi
thé tuc, ma tré thanh mot hinh thirc hanh dao.

Qua trinh giao luu va hoa hop véi Phat gido
Theravada, trong tam thirc ctia ngudi Khmer dét tro
thanh phuong tién tao phude. Viée dang dat va xay
dung cong trinh ton gio trén dét tot duoc xem 1a dai
cong duc, mang lai qua thi¢n lanh. Quan h¢ giita con
nguoi - dat - Phat phap hinh thanh mot tam giac
thiéng liéng, trong d6 dit 1a nén ting ciia Chanh
phap va la noi tich tu cong hanh.

Tuy nhién, cac nha nghién ctru ciling phai thira
nhan rang cac thin thoai & cong ddng ngudi Khmer
cling nhu than thoai cua nhiéu cong déng khac, luén
¢6 xu huong dung hop va théng nhat nhimg khai
niém dbi 1ap trong ca hanh vi nghi 1€ 1an doi song
thé tuc, gi4 tri cia nhimg “huyén thoai dwoc trién
khai” (mythic elaborations) khong nam ¢ van dé
ngudn gdc phat sinh, ma nam ¢ chirc nang trung gian
hoa, gitip diéu hoa va két ndi hai cuc cia mét nghich
1y ton gido - van hoa (Guthrie, 2004, p.150).

3.3. Ché a9 miu h¢: nén tang ciia tin nguomg

tho nir thian trong vin héa Khmer

Luong thu d3 ¢6 ghi chép vé& nuéc Phu Nam nhu
sau: “Tuc nuwéc Phi Nam vén & tran, vé minh xéa
téc, khong ché do vay, ldy nit nhdan lam vua, goi la
Liéu Diép, tuéi tré manh mé twa nhuw nam nhi”
(Liém, trich dan boi Puong, 2017, tr.269). Viéc m6
ta vé Liéu Di¢p (tiéng Khmer la Soma hay Neang
Neak) 1a bang chimg Ve su ton tai ciia ché d6 mau
hé nhu mot hinh thai to chic x4 hoi nguyén thay
trong cong dong Khmer c¢6. Ché d6 mau hé khong
chi 14 t6 chirc dong toc theo huyét thong me, ma con
phan anh mot thé gidi quan than thoai - ton gido,
trong do6 nir than chiém vi tri chu dao trong viéc kién
tao, bao ho va tai sinh vii try. Tir géc nhin nghién
clru ton gido, ché 46 mau hé nay khong chi dimg lai
& cAp do xd hoi hoc, ma téa chibu 1én toan bd hé
théng biéu tugng ton gido, dac biét la trong viée than
thanh hoa cac yéu t6 nif tinh gan véi thién nhién nhur
nudc, dat va phic lanh. Khong dimg lai & d6, Liwong
thu tiép tuc ghi lai qua trinh chuyén dich tir mau hé
sang phu hé:

“Phia nam nuéc 4y c6 Kiéu Qudc, c6 ké thd quy
than tén 1a Hon Dién. Mong thay duoc than ban cho
cay cung, di thuyen 1ai budn ra bién. Hon Dién sang
day lién t6i miéu thd, dwoc mot cai cung dudi gbe
cay than, bén y theo nhu trong mong, 1én thuyén ra
bién, vao 4p ngoai cua Phu Nam. Nguoi cua Lidu
Diép thy co thuyén t6i, Hn Dién lién dwong cung
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bén vao thuyén cta ho. Tén xuyén qua bén man ban
trang ngudi hau. Lidu Diép ca so, dem ngudi dén
hang Hon Dién. Hon Pién bén day Lidu Digp lay
tdm vai tram tir ddu dén chan, khong con dé 16 than
thé nira. Bén coi tri nude éy, léy Liéu Diép lam v,
sinh cac con chia ra lam vuong bay 4p” (Liém, trich
dan bsi Puong, 2017, tr.269).

Viéc Liéu Diép bi thay thé boi nhan vat nam 1a
Hon Pién (tiéng Khmer 12 Kaundinya I hay Preah
Thong) phan 4nh giai doan chuyén héa xa hoi, noi
vin héa Khmer ban dia tiép xac va hap thu yéu té
ngoai sinh tu An Do.

Song song do, truyén thuyét Chdu Reachkol va
Ramsay Sok (Huong, 1969, tr.43-58) dugc tiép tuc
minh chiing cho anh hudng sau dam cta ché d6 miu
hé trong xa hdi nguoi Khmer xua. Hai nhan vat nit
Ramsay Sok (chinh di¢n) va Cong chiia Mikha
(phan dién) truc tiép ra 1énh, t6 chirc binh linh, diéu
hanh chién sy. Vi Ramsay Sok, nang 1a ngudi ¢
than lyc, dung chiéc trim dé bién bién thanh ddng
bang - mot hanh vi mang tinh sang thé (cosmogony).
Dic biét, hinh anh Ramsay Sok cung chong tri vi dat
nudc, cang thé hién 5 vai tro chinh tri, quan sy, tim
linh ctia ngudi nit trong xa hoi Khmer. Con doi véi
Mikha, nang la mdt cong chua cé dia vi hoang toc,
lanh dao mot dao quan, thé hién quyén uy va kha
nang chién diu quyét liét. Tir clu trac thin thoai nay,
ta théy r0 m9t md hinh tén gido mau hé: cac dia danh
nhu Phnom Bamnann (nti Cau Nguyén), Phnom
Khbal (nti Pau Lau), Phnom Chanh Chram (ddi
Thit Nat),... déu gén v6i linh hon hodc than thé cua
nir than, phan 4nh tién trinh than héa nit giéi gin véi
tu nhién - nén tang hinh thanh tin ngudng thd Mau
Khmer.

Tir hai cau chuyén vé& Liéu Diép va Chau
Reachkol - Ramsay Sok, c6 thé két luan rang nguoi
Khmer xua tung song trong xa hoi mau h¢, noi
ngudi nir nim quyén quan sy, tri quoc Chinh tir cAu
trac xa hoi nay, niém tin vao quyen nang linh thiéng
clia nit gii dan hinh thanh tin ngudng tho Mau - nét
ddc trung sau sic trong vin hoa Khmer Nam B9.

3.4. Hinh twgng Me DPit Phra Mae Thorani
trong vin héa Khmer: mt tiép cin vin
héa hoc vé nir tinh thiéng

3.4.1. Phat giao Theravada va tién trinh ban dia

hoa hinh twong Me Pdat Phra Mae
Thorani trong van hoa Khmer

Nguodi Khmer 1a mot trong nhiing toc ngudi ban
dia lau doi ¢ vung ha luu song Mé Kong. Ho so hitu
mot thé giéi quan mang dam déu 4n cia ca tin
ngudng nguyén thity va cac yéu tb ton giao du nhap.
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Theo nghién ctru, nguoi Khmer vén ban dau theo
tin ngudng Saiva tir An P9, ho phung tho cac vi
than trong Veda, véi hé thong nghi 18 va dang cp
xa hoi chat ché:

Campuchia, cling nhu cac nude trong khu vuc
Pong Nam A, da tiép nhan anh huong van hoa dang
ké tir An D6 va nhd d6 tao ra sy dung hop giita tin
ngudng Saiva va Phat gido tir nhitng nim diu. Cong
ddng Phat gido Dai thira cling da c6 chd dimg tir thé
ky II va dén thé ky V da dwoc cac vi vua theo tin
ngudng Saiva rit tin mo. Sau thoi ky bi dan ap ¢ thé
ky VII, nhitng vi vua ké thira theo tin ngudng Vaisna
va Saiva da ty coi minh 1a Bo-tat va thanh tim ung
ho cho cong dong Phat gido. Rat nhiéu tai san da
dugc quyén cung dé xay dung dén chua, bao gdm ca
Angkor Wat ndi tiéng (Skilton, 2025, p.189).

Tuy nhién, tién trinh tiép nhan nay khong dién ra
theo hudng 1an 4t cic tin ngudng ban dia, ma thé
hién mot qua trinh “Phat gido hoa” mang tinh dung
hop va uyén chuyén, trong d6 cac ycu t6 Phat gido
duoc ban dia hoa, dong thoi cac thuc hanh tin
ngudng dan gian ciing dugc thdm nhuan tinh than
Phat gido. Phat gido khong chi 1a trung tam ton gido,
ma con la trung tdm van hoda - xa hdi cua nguoi
Khmer. Su sai khong chi 1a nguoi truyén dao, ma
con la gioi tri thure, nguoi gitr gin van hoa va tham
chi 1a nguoi bao vé ban sdc dan toc trude cac bién
dong lich str. Trong khong gian 4y, cac biéu twong
ton gido nhu Phra Mae Thorani khong chi hién dién
v6i tu cach than thoai ma con 1a tryc biéu tugng két
ndi giita Phat gido, tin ngudng dan gian va ban sic
Khmer.

3.4.2. Phra Mae Thorani: Tén goi, nguon goc

va si chuyén héa van héa

Phra Mae Thorani (tiéng Pali: Dharani; tiéng
Phan: Vasundhara) 1a vi nit than DAt cua cac dan toc
theo Phat gido Theravada nhu & Campuchia,
Myanmar, Sipsong Panna (thudéc Van Nam - Trung
Quéc), Thai Lan va Lao. Ba dugc t6n tho nhu mot
vi nit than bao ho cho nong nghiép, mang dén sy
giau co, dat dai mau ma, phu trg ngum dan c6 duogc
mua mang bdi thu. O mdi qudc gia, danh Xung cua
Ba ¢6 sy khac nhau, nhu Wathondare (Mién Dién),
Mae Thoranee (Lao) hay Mae Thorani (Thai Lan).
Trong tiéng Khmer, ba dugc goi béng tude hiéu
Neang Konghing hodc 1a Preah Thoroni hay Preah
Mae Thoroni. Tén goi ndy dugc sir dung xuyén sudt
trong truyén ké, nghi 1& chua va truyén khau, dic
biét qua sach ghi bang 14 thét ndt hay 14 bbi, luu trir
& cac chua - noi su sai tiép nhan, giang giai va luu
truyén cho dan chung. Ngoai ra, tén goi ndy con xuét



Tap chi Khoa hoc Dai hoc Can Tho

hién trong cac bi ky chir Khmer ¢b tim thay tai dén
Bayon (van bia s6 K.293 - 40).

Nguyén mau cua nit thin Dat Phra Mae Thorani
1a Prithvi (Ba Loi Dé Bi) cua ton gido Vé Pa cb.
Trong tmyén théng Vé ba, Prithvi dugc xem 1la mot
trong nhimg vi than sang thé, dong thoi 1a t6 mau
ctia nhiéu chu than khac. Nham bay to long ton kinh
dbi véi nit than t6i cao, dong thdi cau mong cho dat
dai mau m& va mua mang boi thu, nguoi dan thudong
dang 18 cing Ba vao ltc rang sang, trude khi bat dau
mua vu nhu ciy cay hay gieo hat. M6i quan hé
thiéng liéng gitra Prithvi va Dyaus (Cha Troi) dugc
vi nhu cdp d6i vii try nguyén thay - mé hinh héa cu
trac ludng nguyén Troi - DAt trong vil try quan Vé
Pa. Tuy nhién, tir Atharvaveda tré vé sau, Ba dan
duoc hinh dung nhu mot thuc thé ton giao doc lap,
khong con phy thude vao hinh anh nam than song
hanh. Khi t6n gido Vé Pa ¢ phat trién thanh dao
Hindu, Prithvi bi giam vai tro, dugc chuyén hoa va
ké thira boi Bhuma Devi - biéu trung cho sy sinh
san, 1a mot trong hai ngudi vo cta than Vishnu. Vén
duoc tho phung tai cac dén thd Hindu giao, Prithvi
vé sau duoc du nhap vao hé thong tin ngudng Phat
gido, tré thanh Dia Thén, noi Ba gilr vai tro 1la mot
trong nhitng vi chu thién hd phap (Dharmapala) cua
Duc Phat. Tir ddy, Ba tré thanh nit than déu tién
trong vil try quan Phét gido, mo ra mot truyén thong
lau dai vé nit chu thién gin lién véi sy ciru do va
chan ly. Két qua cua nhiéu nghién ctru da chi ra rang
hinh tuong Prithvi khi du nhap vao cong dong ngudi
Khmer di dung hop va ddng nhit vdi nit than Dt
ban dia cta ho - Neang Konghing.

Ngudi Khmer ¢6 luu truyén cau chuyén duoc ghi
nhan trong cc cong trinh nghién ctru vé than thoai
va truyén dan gian Khmer rang: thué khai thién lap
dia, toan bd thé gidi chi la dai duong ménh mong.
Khi ay, Nit than Phra Mae Thorani cudi trén lung c4
sau khong 16 (ca siu trong tiéng Khmer phién am 1a
Kraper hay Krapeu) - biéu tugng cua luc lugng nude
nguyén so - trdi 1én tir day bién. Ba ldy mai toc vung
ra, 1am hién 1én mat dat dé& muén loai cu ngu
(Guthrie, 2004, p.136). Tu do, ngudi Khmer quan
niém Phra Mae Thorani la dat (nguyén 1y nir), con
c4 sau 1a nuéc (nguyén 1y nam). Cap doi nay biéu
hién mot ludng hop vii tru, mot dang cAu trac déi
xtng gitra hai yéu t6 ban thé hoc khong thé tach roi
trong thé giéi quan Khmer.

C4 su trong quan niém cia ngudi Khmer ¢6 1a
sinh vat dai dién cho “nguyén ly nam” cia vii try, 1a
cong cu thyc thi cong ly, phan biét nguoi ngay ké
ac. Lwong thir c¢6 chép vé ludt phap cia ngudi
Khmer xua nhu sau:
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“Phép nudc (Phu Nam) khong céd tu nguc. Ké
nao co toi, trude tién cho trai gidi ba ngay, réi nung
d6 ludi bua, bit cAm di bay budc... Lai ¢ hao dao
thanh cho nudi ¢4 siu, ngoai cira nhdt manh tha, ké
nao c6 toi thi dem cho manh tha hay c4 sau in, néu
c4 siu, manh tha khong an thi 1a vo t6i, ba ngay s&
tha ra” (Liém, trich dan boéi Puong, 2017, p.270).

Bén canh d6, ca séu trong quan niém nguoi
Khmer xwa con 14 “str gia” dan duong cho linh hon
nguoi da khuat dén voi Luc dao ludn hoi, chuén bi
cho mot kiép séng khac. Trong tang 1& cta ngudi
Khmer, than nhan cta nguoi da khuit treo 1a co
phudn véi hinh dang gidng véi loi ca sau, treo &
trudc nha, goi 1a Tung aphithoam hoac Tung krapeu.
Tuy nhién, trong qua trinh Phét gido héa ban dia,
bleu tuong ca sau dan tr6 thanh biéu tuong tiéu cyc,
gin lién v0i sy phan tric va vong an. Nhiéu hoc gia
phan tich rang sau khi An Do gido va ddc biét 1a Phat
gido tr& thanh qubc gido, hinh twong Phra Mae
Thorani dugc ton tho ddc 1ap nhu mot nir than bao
ho chan 1y va dao hanh, con ca sdu bi déy ra ngoai
hé thdng biéu twgng chinh thdng, tham chi tré thanh
biéu tugng clia cai 4c. Vi vdy, trong tiéng Khmer
hién dai, tir “akrapeu” (ca séu) mang nghia xuc
pham, chi nhitng ngudi vo on, phan boi.

Tai cac qudc gia theo truyén thdng Phat gido
Mahayana nhu Viét Nam, Trung Quéc, Nhat Ban,
Triéu Tién,... thi Dia Than mang hinh tuéng nam,
véi cai tén 1a Kién Lao Pia Than. Theo kinh dién
Dia Tang Bé Tat Bén Nguyén, phém tho 11, Kién
Lao Dia Than 1a vi than bao trg cho toan b dit dai
trong ¢5i Diém Phu D8, tir ¢ cdy, cat da, khoang
san,... (Dang, 2024). Ong 1a ngudi di chimg kién va
danh 18 v6 luong cac vi dai BO Tat ting thi hién trén
thé gian, vi ngudng md trudc dai nguyén ctua Dia
Tang Bb Tat ma phat nguyén rang s& dung than Iyc
ho vé Phat tor khoi moi tai hoa néu tri tung va cling
duong ngai Dia Tang.

Con theo tich truyén cua Phat gido Theravada,
nit thin D4t Phra Mae Thorani giit vai trd trong yéu
trong khoanh khéc Duc Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni dat
t6i Giac ngd dudi coi bd d&. Trong kinh
Jatakatthavannana, phén Nidanakatha c6 chép:

[Puc Phat, dap lai su thach thic cua Ma vuong,
da noi véi dat:]

“...Tai noi day, ta khong c6 mot nhan ching
song nao. Nhung ngoai nhimg bd thi & cac kiép
khac, xin dé cho dai dia hung trang va kién cb nay,
du vo tri, 1am chimg cho bay trim 1dn dai bd thi ma
ta da thuc hanh khi sinh ra lam Tu Pai Noa”.
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Noi r0i, Ngai dua ban tay phai ra khoi y, dudi
xudng mat dét va hoi: “Nguoi c6 hay khong phai 1a
chimg nhan cho bay trdim 1an dai b6 thi ta da thyc
hién trong kiép Tu Dai Noa (Vessantara)?”.

Va dai dia cit tiéng vang doi: “Ta la chimg nhan
cho Ngai vé diéu ay!” Am thanh nay 4t ché toan b
dao binh ciia Ac ma, tya nhu tiéng gim cta hang
trim ngan quén thu... (Buddhaghosa, trich dan béi
Guthrie, 2004, p.65-66).

Con trong cac cau chuyén cua ngudi Khmer,
hinh anh Phra Mae Thorani dugc phac hoa mét cach
r0 nét hon:

“Bo Tat an toa trén toa kim cang (vajrasana) cua
minh dudi coi bd d&, nhap dinh sau trong thién quén.
Ma vuong Ba Tuan (Mara), hién than cia cai ac, vi
d6 ky nén tim moi cach ngan chan Ngai dat dén Giac
ngd. Hén kéo theo dao binh hiung manh gdm cac
chién binh, tha dir va ca nhimg ngudi con gai cua
minh, quyét tim danh bat BS Tat khoi toa kim cang.
Tt ca chu thién déu kinh hai va bo chay, dé mic Bo
Tat mot minh d6i dién thir thach ctia Ma vuong. Khi
4y, BO Tat dua tay phai xudng lam thu 4n xac dia
(bhumisparsa mudra), triéu thinh Dia than lam nhan
chung. Trong hinh tuéng mot thiéu nir tuyét my, ba
hién than tir dudi toa kim cang, xac nhan quyén
chinh dang ciia B4 Tat trong viée an toa noi toa kim
cang. Ba vit mai toc dai 6ng muot ctia minh; tir mai
toc Ay, nhimg dong nude cudn cudn - duge hinh
thanh tir vo s6 18 ruéi nude cang dudng ma Duc
Phat d4 nhan trong mudn kiép - hoa thanh mot con
hdng thity. Dong nudc Ay cudn troi Ma vuong cling
toan bo dao binh cuia hin, gitip cho BS Tat tiép tuc
con duong thanh tyu Giac ngd” (Prang, 1996, trich
dan boi Guthrie, 2004, p. 1).

Tai cac ngdi chua Nam Tong Khmer ¢ vung Tay
Nam B¢ nhu Tra Vinh, S6c Trang va An Giang,
hinh tugng phé bién cta Phra Mae Thorani 1a mot
nguoi phu nit tré, dang vé doan trang, mdc trang
phuc truyén thong cta ngudi Khmer, guong mit
hién tir, anh mét hudng xuéng, thuong dugce thé hién
dudi dang phu diu, tugng hodc tranh tuong trong
khuén vién chinh dién, phia sau ban thé Tam bao,
doc céc hanh lang thap thd hoac ngu trén céc thap
dung ct. Pac diém noi bat nhét 1a tu thé dung hodc
quy, vit nude tir mai toc dai, bén canh 1a mot con ca
sau dang phi phuc.

3.4.3. Vai tro va ¥ nghia biéu tiwong Phra Mae

Thorani trong tin ngudng cua nguoi
Khmer

Trong truyén théng van hoa Khmer, Phra Mae
Thorani khong chi xuat hién nhu mét nhan vat than
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thoai gén vo6i tich truyén Phat gido, ma con hién dién
nhu mot Dia MAu, biéu trung cho Me Pét linh
thiéng. Hinh anh nay gin bo mat thiét voi thé gidi
quan ban dia, noi van vét déu mang linh h6n_, phan
anh sy hoa quyén doc ddo gifta Phat gido, An Do
giao va tin ngudng dan gian.

Xuét phat tir dién tich da ké trén, nguoi Khmer
hinh thanh niém tin rang ni thin Phra Mae Thorani
1a hién than cua Dat thiéng - mot nguyén 1y vii try
bao vé chan ly, déng thoi 1a Me thiéng bao boc sy
song. Mbi khi xay ra thién tai nhu chién tranh, sim
sét, I lut, nguoi Khmer, nhét 1a néng dan va binh
linh thuong lay dét sét do, dat & gbe cay cd thu hodc
da nhon boi 1én tran, 1én nguc, nhu cach tri€u thinh
Phra Mae Thorani dé duoc 4n than khoi tAm nhin
cua ké thu.

Hanh dong vit dong nudc cong dic tir mai toc
cua Phra Mae Thorani khong chi biéu thi su ho tri
Phat phap, ma con goi dén “nude 6i”, dén mach sinh
thuy cia dét - vira thanh loc, vira san sinh. Dong
nude iy khong pha huy ma lam trdi day cong dic,
day 1ui ta 4c va minh chimg cho Giac ngd - mot dang
“sinh san tdm linh” siéu vugt nhung van dya trén
céu traic Me Dat. Hanh dong nay ciing 1a sy xéac
chung cho dao hanh, cho cong dtrc da tich lily qua
vd lugng kiép, dong thoi khang dinh tinh chinh
dang, dao duic va chan 1y cia Dirc Phat dat dén Giac
ngo vién man (samma-sambodhi). Dong nudc dang
tudn chay manh xudng mit dét, biéu trung cho hanh
dong “rira sach” dao binh cia Ma Vuong, bdo v¢
Durc Phit trong khoanh khic Gide ngd dudi cdi bd
de.

Tir day, biéu tugng hoc ¢ truyén kién tao mdi
lién hé dong ding giita phu nir va dat nhu nhing
nguyén ly san sinh, khong chi vé sinh hoc ma con vé
mit tam linh va vii tru hoc va biéu tugng Phra Mae
Thorani 1a hi¢n than ctia kha nang sinh san thiéng
liéng nay. Phra Mae Thorani khong can “Troi” dé
san sinh, cang khong sinh ra con ngudi, ma nudi
dudng sy giai thoat tdm linh. Day la sy vuot thoat
khoi cau trac ludng nguyén gidi tinh trong Terra
Mater cua Eliade - noi dt van gén véi miu tinh theo
cap ddi 1ap. V6i Phra Mae Thorani, dét trg thanh
mot ban thé vin hoéa doc 1ap: mang tinh nit nhung
khong phu thudc vao tinh nam, giau nang luc tao tac.
Trong vil try quan Phat giao, noi khong c6 khoi dau
tuyét d01 bala bleu tuong cua luu gilr va chimng ngo
- vira tiép ndi truyén thong An P9, vira chuyén hoa
dé phu hop voi dao 1y vé nghiép, cong dirc va giai
thoat.

Phra Mae Thorani 1a hinh tugng xuét hién rat
pho bién trong nghé¢ thuat va kién tric ton gido
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Khmer nhu tranh v€, phu diéu va twong. Hinh anh
Phra Mae Thorani thong qua tmyén khau cua cong
dong Phat tir Khmer hién 1én “vét nudc trong toc dé
cudn troi moi cam dd, giai ctru P Phat, gitip Ngai
thanh dao”. Nhiéu nghi 1& ruéi nudc trong chua,
tuong niém cong dire khi duge thyc hién déu goi tén
Nir than Dét chimg giam. Phra Mae Thorani cling la
mot biéu tuong sau sic trong kién triic chiia Khmer,
1a biéu tugng cta sy thanh loc, bao vé va chung giam
cong duc, thuong xuat hién trong tranh tudng, phi
diéu, tugng gitta khudn vién chua. Hinh anh nguoi
phu nir vat nudc tir toc thuong dugc dit cung hinh
tuong Phat trong tu thé “Xtc dia” (bhumisparsa
mudra - cham dat), nhin manh thong diép chién
thing ta ma, x4c lap cong duc thé hién ¥ nghia bao
hg, ching giam va nudc cua long tur bi. Ngoai ra,
trong khu6n vién chtia Xa Tén (An Giang), ta c6 thé
bét gdp ton twong Phra Mae Thorani dang ngu trén
phul d (thap chira x4 lgi cua cac su ca), cho thiy vai
trd ho phap cta nir than nay, khong chi che ché cho
tin 6 Phat tur dang hién dién noi Ta Ba ma con bao
vé linh hdn ho, bao vé tro cbt - di san cudi cung ho
trén thé gian. Khong dung lai ¢ viéc hién dién trén
nhimg di san “vat chit”, hinh twong Phra Mae
Thorani con xuét hién trong trudng ca Riém ké. Day
1a tac phim cua nguoi Khmer, ldy cam himng tir sir
thi Ramayana cua An Do. Trong tac phdm nay, Phra
Mae Thorani tuy déng vai trd 1a mot nhan vat phu
nhung lai khong hé mo nhat, 13 ngudi me sinh ra
nang Neang Seda (Sita) (Thuong, 2016), dong thoi
gilr vai tro trong viéc “bao hy” nang Neang Seda
khoi Quy vuong Krong Reap (Ravana) trong lic
Phra Leak (Laksmana) di vang (Guthrie, 2004).
Phra Mae Thorani xuét hién pho bién trong tranh V&,
phu diéu, phu dd & chtia Khmer, hay tham chi la XuAt
hién trong nghé thuat mua, minh ching cho sy giao
thoa gitra gia tri ban dia va Phat gido.

Trong viéc thyc hanh tang 1€ clia ngudi Khmer
cling da cho thay mot sy chuyen d6i biéu tuong sau
sdc: thay vi “trg vé v6i dat” theo nghia vat chat, ho
chon hoa thiéu nhu mdt cach giai thoat than xac khoi
su bam viu cta sinh ton, qua d6 cho phép tai sinh
vao kiép sau. Sau nghi thic thiéu, tro c6t khong
dugc chon xudng Pt nhu trong truyén thong cac
cong dong A - Au khac, ma thuong duge thu vao
binh, dugc gitt trong bao thap nho tai nha hodc dugc
dua vé chuia dé cat gitr trong bao thap thd cbt (Diing
& Hung, 2014). Sy thay doi nay lam xuat hién mot
khai niém méi: Dat khong con 1 noi tan ri vat chat
ma tré thanh nén tang cho hanh trinh tim linh. Viéc
an vi tro c6t 1a mot cir chi ton giao, phf?m con lai cia
nguoi qua cb duge dat vao khong gian linh thiéng
gan chanh phap, gitp ho tri cho sy tai sinh thuan loi.
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Dit tir 46 duoc tai dinh nghia nhu mot ban thé dao
dtre - noi “lam chtng” cong duc va nghiép luc. Pidu
nay phan anh sdu sic qua biéu tuong Phra Mae
Thorani, vi nir than goi nudc chimg minh c6ng hanh
cua DPurc Phat va déy Pé Ba Pat ba xuéng dia nguc
V6 Gian. Dit trong thé gidi quan Khmer khong con
1a “nha md” ma la ky wrc thiéng, noi khic ghi hanh
nghiép, chuyén hoa D4t thanh khong gian luén 1y va
siéu viét.

Dt ¢6 nhiéu diém tuong ddng vé ciu trac voi hé
hinh Terra Mater ma Mircea Eliade thiét lap nhu
tinh nit, kha néng sinh san va vai trd nhu mét nguyén
ly vii tru thiéng, ... biéu twong Phra Mae Thorani van
s0 hitu nhiing dac diém ban dia doc dao, ma ly
thuyét cua Eliade khong bao ham duoc mot cach
tron ven.

Diém khac biét dau tién ndm ¢ vai tro hanh dong
ctia Me Dt trong doi sbng tam linh Phat gido. Trong
ly thuyét Terra Mater cua Eliade, dét 1a mot luc
luong siéu nhién c6 quyén lyc vii try, trimg phat ca
mot cong dong bé“mg cach giang tai uvong, bat ké 1a
ca nhan hay cong dong, toi 16i hay vo toi - vi trong
tam 1a tinh linh thiéng tong thé bi xtic pham. Ngugc
lai, Phra Mae Thorani khong hanh xtr theo cam tinh
hay quyén uy tap thé, ma phan anh logic nghiép bao
cua Phat gido. Ba khong “tring phat” hay “ban
thudng” theo cam tinh ma minh dinh hau qua cua
hanh dong theo cong - tdi ca nhan. Vi¢c bé Ba Dat
Da bi dat rat do ac nghiép tich tu. Su bdo chung cua
Phra Mae Thorani cho cong dtic cua Phat Thich Ca
cling khong mang tinh thién vi, ma la mot hanh dong
khéach quan xac nhan dao hanh. Pay la biéu hién 16
nét cua tu tudng 1y tinh va dao dirc ¢4 nhan trong thé
gii quan Phét gido, ddi lap véi tinh thiéng cam tinh
trong md hinh Terra Mater.

Thir hai, Phra Mae Thorani khong chi 1a biéu
tugng ban thé hoc ma con 1a nhan vat than hoc.
Trong cac mo hinh ton gido so khai, Terra Mater
thuong bi gidi han trong pham vi “nhién than”, gén
lién voi nong nghiép, chu ky mua mang va huyén
thoai sinh thanh - nhimng yéu t5 thién vé tin ngudng
néng nghiép. Trong khi d6, Phra Mae Thorani dugc
tich hop sdu vao hé théng gido 1y Phat gido, tro
thanh mot nhan vat siéu hinh c6 vai tro trong ¢ may
van hanh nghiép luc va giai thoat. No6i cach khac,
Phra Mae Thorani khong chi thudc vé thé gidi nay
ma con gin bé mat thiét véi tién trinh Giac ngd va
giai thoat khoi luan hoi, diéu ma biéu twong Terra
Mater khong bao ham. Viéc ba chiing minh cong
duc bang dong nude chinh 13 hanh vi x4c 14p chan
ly dao dirc trong mot bdi canh vii tru luan caa Phat
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gido, vuot xa y niém Me it nhu mdt nguyén ly
tu nhién.

Thir ba, trong 1y thuyét cua Eliade, Terra Mater
gan voi chu trinh sinh - tir - tai sinh nhu mot vong
tron khép kin ciia vil tru néng nghiép. Dét 1a noi con
ngudi duge sinh ra va tro vé khi chét, biéu tuong
cho sy lap lai va tinh vinh héng cua ty nhién. Tuy
nhién, trong tin ngudng Khmer va truyén thong Phat
gi4o Nam truyén, noi hoa thiéu 14 hinh thtrc xtr 1y thi
thé chinh yéu, dat khong con 1a noi chén cét vat Iy
ma chuyén thanh khong gian thiéng tho tro cbt -
thong qua bao thap tai chua hodc tai gia. Nhu vy,
thay vi la diém khai dau va két thuc chu ky than xac,
dét tré thanh noi luu giir ky we thiéng, chuyén hoa
tir biéu twong vong tron ty nhién sang mot dang
khong gian tam linh cta siéu viét, noi cai chét khong
khép lai ma mo ra chidu kich giai thoat
(Guthrie, 2004).

Thtr tu, trong Phat gido Theravada khong co vi
“Troi” nao dong vai tro kién tao hay phdi ngiu voi
Dat. Chinh trong khoang trong d6, biéu twong hoc
ban dia da dua vao mot yéu to thay thé - con cé séu
- nhu mot dang “duong tinh” di cing Me D4t Phra
Mae Thorani, tao nén mot ban thé van hoa rat dic
thu cua ving d4t Pong Nam A. Ban dau, trong
truyen thdng dan gian ciia nguoi Khmer, con c4 sdu
xuat hién nhu vat cudi cua Phra Mae Thorani. N6
dai dién cho quyén nang ty nhién, kha nang bao v¢,
tham chi 1a tinh lién két gitra Me Bat v0i cac yeu t6
nudc - dat - sinh khi. C6 thé néi, ca sdu thay thé cho
hinh anh “Cha Troi” (Dyaus) trong chtic ning bd
sung - hd tro - déi trong gidi tinh, tao thanh mdt mo
hinh biéu twong kép “Me Dit - linh vat nam” mang
tinh ban dia. Trong hé quy chiéu nay, Phra Mae
Thorani giit nguyén biéu twong nit - 4m - sinh san,
con ca sau, dii khong c6 tinh than linh nhu Dyaus
nhung lai trd thanh hinh anh tran gitr - bao ho -
cuong luc, tao nén mot sy can bang 4m duong trong
thé gi6i quan Phat gido dugc ban dia hoa. Tuy nhién,
theo dong thoi gian, vai tro ciia ca siu dan bién doi.
Cé sau khong con 14 linh tha ho vé, ma dan bi gén
cho cac dic tinh x4u xa, de doa, tham chi ta 4c. Su
thay ddi nay co thé dugc 1y giai tir qua trinh thiét 1ap
lai hé théng dao dirc Phat gido, trong do6 ¢4 séu - von
dai dién cho ban nang hoang da, bi dua vé phia ddi
nghich véi sy thuan khiét cuia Me Dét. Noi cach
khac, khi Phra Mae Thorani duoc d& cao nhu biéu
tugng dao duc, thanh tinh va giai thoat, thi ca sdu -
dai dién cua ty nhién hoang da, ban nang, duc tinh
bi giang cap thanh hinh anh can duoc kiém soat hoic
cam héa. Sy chuyén bién nay phan anh rat rd mot co
ché ciu truc lai biéu tuong hoc khi Phat gido tmyén
thdng tiép xtic véi tin ngudng dan gian. Thay vi gitr
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lai mo hinh ludng hop nhu cac thin thoai sang thé,
Phét gido Theravada ban dia hoa da chuyén trong
tam vé phia nit than, trao cho Phra Mae Thorani
nang luc chi dao, doc 1ap, ddy yéu té dwong ciia biéu
tugng ca sdu ra ria, tir hd tro dén dbi nghich. Day
chinh 1a diém khac biét then chdt gitra mo hinh Terra
Mater ctia Mircea Eliade v6i biéu tugng Phra Mae
Thorani - ¢4 siu trong van hoa Khmer. Thay vi mot
md hinh phdi ngau vii try, & day 1a mot tién trinh nit
quyén hoa ton gido, trong d6 nit than khong can dén
mot ddi tac sinh san, ma tu than la coi nguén dao
dure, sinh khi va sy thanh loc. Do d06, con ca sau
trong truong hop nay vira 1a tan du ciia mot cip ciu
tric ludng hop ¢b xura, vira 1a mot biéu tugng bi cam
hoa trong tién trinh Phat gido hoa tin ngudng
dén gian.

Cubi cung, yéu t6 dic biét nhat noi Phra Mae
Thorani chinh 1a vai tro ghi nhdn va minh ching
cong dirc - didu hoan toan vang bong trong khung ly
thuyét Terra Mater. Trong Phat gido Theravada,
ngudi hanh tri tich liy cong duc qua cac hanh vi
thién lanh va Phra Mae Thorani chinh 1a hién than
cia “dai dia”, la noi luu gitr tat ca nhiing gi con
nguoi da gieo trong vé mat nghiép luc. Ba khong chi
1a Me Dt nudi dudng sy sbng, ma con 1a ky we cua
vl tru dao dic, minh dinh rd thién - 4c bang dong
nude cong dirc. Nhu vay, Phra Mae Thorani chinh
1a sy nang cip biéu twong DAt tir vat chét ty nhién
sang ban thé luan 1y, noi D4t khong chi sinh dudng
ma con phan xt, lam trung gian giita nguoi hanh gia
va su that t6i hau.

Chinh nhitng khac biét nay da khién biéu twong
Phra Mae Thorani tré thanh mét mau hinh riéng biét,
vira ké thira chidu siu biéu tugng hoc cua Terra
Mater, vira vugt qua gidi han ty nhién than dé dinh
hinh nén mot ban thé van hoa ton gido dic hiru, gin
lién v6i Phat gido Theravada va thé gidi quan cia
nguoi Khmer. Trong mjt thé gioi noi dat khong chi
1a noi tri ngy cua sy sdng, ma con 1a noi ghi khic
cong duc, chuyen hoéa bao lyc va khoi mé giai thoat.
Phra Mae Thorani thuc sy 1a biéu tuong Me Dit
thiéng liéng véi tinh chat than hoc, dao duc va tam
linh sau xa hon nhiéu so véi hinh mau phé quat ma
Mircea Eliade tirng phac hoa.

Du da trai qua nhiéu thing tram lich su, Phra
Mae Thorani van giit vai tro trung tdm trong hé
thdng tin ngudng va thé gidi quan cua ngudi Khmer.
Viéc nguoi Khmer Nam B¢ ludn tuong nhg, tho
phung va ciu khan Phra Mae Thorani - Déng da tao
nén mat dit dé ho an cu - 1a minh ching cho sy lién
tuc vin hoa va tinh bén vimg cua truyén théng Dia
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thin ban dia gitra long lich st t6n gido Dong
Nam A.

4. KET LUAN

Hinh tugng Phra Mae Thorani trong tin ngudng
ctia nguoi Khmer khong chi 1a mot biéu trung ton
gido ma con 1a mot két tinh van hoa da tang, két ndi
Phét gido Nguyén thuy, tin ngudng ban dia va cac
16p tram tich than thoai An Do c¢6 dai. Duéi ling
kinh Iy thuyét Terra Mater ciia Mircea Eliade, hinh
anh nay cang cho thiy chiéu sau biéu twong hoc: Dat
khong chi la thuc thé thiéng ma con 1a noi khoi
nguyén, noi tré vé va la biéu trung cho stc manh
sinh san, chiu dung, tai tao. Nhitng luan diém cdt 161
ctia Eliade, nhu sy tuong dong ciu trac gitra phu nit
va dét, vong ludn hdi sy song - cai chét gan voi dat
va vai tro cta dat trong nghi 18 sinh né, trimg phat -
déu phan 4nh 16 nét trong hinh tuong Phra Mae
Thorani.

Trong bai bao nay, hai cau hdi trong tam da duoc
tap trung giai quyét: Thir nhat, Phra Mae Thorani
gili vai trd quan trong trong tin ngudng ngu’m
Khmer vi hinh twong nay két hop duoc hai tang ¥
nghia: 14 hién than cua dit - nén tang thiéng liéng
trong van hoa ban dia, dong thoi 1a biéu tugng xac
lap cong dirc trong Phat gido Theravada. Trong thé
gidi quan Khmer, dit khong chi 1a ngudn séng vat
chét ma con 13 ban thé linh thiéng, gin véi ky e cua
ché d6 mau hé va tin ngudng thd nit thin. Thir hai,
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qué trinh ban dia hoa Phra Mae Thorani cho thay su
tiép bién van hoa sinh dong, khi ngudi Khmer
chuyén hoa hinh tuong nay qua tén goi, truyén
thuyét va chic nang, dé phu hop voi bdi canh tin
ngudng dan gian. Hinh tuong Me Dét khong chi
hién dién trong kinh dién Phat gido, ma con tham
nhap vao doi séng tam linh ban dia nhu mot nit thin
bao tro cong ddng, co vai tro thiéng liéng trong 18
hoi va khong gian chia chién Khmer.

T goc nhin van héa hoc, Phra Mae Thorani la
biéu tuong giao thoa giita ton gido va tin ngudng,
gura ly tuong Phat gido va ciu truc van hoa ban dia.
Diéu nay cho thay kha ning thich tmng va tai dinh
nghia cac hinh tuong ton gido trong moi truong van
hoéa Pong Nam A, dong thoi khiang dinh gia tri dic
thu ctia biéu tugng Me Dit trong thé gidi tinh than
cua nguodi Khmer.
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