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ABSTRACT

The Mekong River Delta has long been considered an invaluable asset
and a featured beauty for the Southern region of Viet Nam. The river
landscape has become the material for writing by many writers including
Nguyen Ngoc Tu. In the pages of Nguyen Ngoc Tu, the Mekong River Delta
waterway appears very lively and impressive, both close and familiar
when present in each of the food and accommodation of indigenous
people, both poetic and attractive to tourists. In particular, those rivers
also show a naked reality with grim life scenes and an alarming reality of
an environment that is being destroyed. Nguyen Ngoc Tu's composition
has raised a critical voice, calling for raising awareness and practical
actions to preserve the values of nature in general and the river in
particular.

TOM TAT

Séng nuée Pong bang song Ciru Long tir lau dwoc xem la tai san vo gid
va la nét dep dic trng cho vimg dat Nam Bé cia Viét Nam. Canh song
nueée da tré thanh chdt liéu cho sang tac cia nhiéu nha van, trong dé c6
Nguyen Ngoc Tu. Trong nhitng trang van ciia Nguyén Ngoc Tu, song nuoc
Dong bang séng Ciru Long hién lén hét sirc sinh dong va an twong, vira
gan giii, than quen khi hién dién trong timg nép an, ¢ cia nguoi dia
phuong vira nén tho, mé hodc nhw niu chan du khdach. Ddc biét, bén nhitng
dong séng dy con hién lén mét thuc trang ddng bdo déng ciia mét méi sinh
dang bi hiy diét. Sang tac ciia Nguyén Ngoc T dd cdt lén tiéng néi phan
tinh, kéu goi viéc ndng cao y thirc ciing nhitng hanh dong thiét thiee dé bao
t6n nhitng gid tri ciia tw nhién néi chung va séng nwée néi riéng.

1. GIOI THIEU

Dong bing song Ctru Long (PBSCL) tir lau di

thanh ngudn cam hing bat tan trong sang tac cta cac
nha van nhu H6 Bi€u Chénh, Binh Nguyén Loc, Son
Nam, Poan Gioi,...va sau nam 2000 noi bat 1én l1a

duoc biét dén 1a mot ving dat méi duoc khai pha,
co hé théng song, ngoi, kénh, rach ching chit. Séng
nuée dd mang dén nhiing gia tri vét chat doi dao cho
ngudi dan vung dat Chin Rong, khién ho “thanh
thot, viea lam vira choi cing du an” (N6i theo Son
Nam). Trong van hoc nghé thuat, séng nude da trdg

192

Nguyén Ngoc Tu.

Sinh ra va 16n 1én & ving D4t miii Ca Mau, véi
su trai nghiém cudc song phong phu ctia mot nha
bao, nha van, Nguyén Ngoc Tu da phan anh con
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ngudi va mién dat Chin Rong mot cach kha toan
dién va sau sac. Trong nhiing trang van cta chi, hinh
anh song nudc thuong xuyén xuat hién nhu mot 18
di nhién, ngay trong tua dé cac tac pham: tiéu thuyét
Séng, truyén ngin C6 con thuyén di budng bo,
Khéng ai qua séng, Chit tinh séng nuwéc, Bén do
x6m Miéu, Ly con sdo sang song, tan vian Nhé séng,

.. Séng nudc, do vy, da tro thanh mot biéu tuong
xuyén sudt trong cac sang tac cua Nguyen Ngoc Tu.
Tuy nhién, bén canh vé dep cua “hinh twong con
song dwa minh uén khiic, ché ngng tinh nguwoi”
(Diéu, 2006, tr.1), song nudec DBSCL trong nhiing
trang van cua Nguyen Ngoc Tu ddi dién véi hang
loat cac van d& nghiém trong nhu nhiém phén, bi
xam nhap man, luu lvong nudc thay d6i, ngap tng,
sat 16, 6 nhiém ngudn nudc,... Néu nhu vin chuong
cling mang st ménh thirc tlnh y thitc, dao dirc cua
con ngudi V& Vin dé moi sinh, thi nhitng sang tac
ciia Nguyén Ngoc Tu di rat tich cuc thuc hién trong
trach ay.

2. DAU AN SONG NUOC VA SU PHAN
TU VE HIEN TRANG SONG NUOC
PONG BANG SONG CUU LONG.
TRONG SANG TAC CUA NGUYEN
NGOQC TU

2.1. D4u 4n séng nuée Pong bing song Ciru

Long trong siang tic ciia Nguyén Ngoc
Tw

2.1.1. Séng méc — dau dn tw nhién cia Pong

bang Séng Ciu Long

Qua nhiing sang tac ctia Nguyén Ngoc Tu, song
nuéc Ciru Long hién 1én nhu nhirng mang nhén chi
chit, chdng chéo va day dic: “Kinh rach thi gidng
giang” (Cho tréi). M&i con song lai sinh ra con rach
nho, mbi con rach nho lai r& ra cac muong, ngoi.
Dong chay song ngoi cling ré theo nhiéu hudng, vo
tan: “di mai van thay nuwdc chdy va nudc chdy”, vo
cung dén muc khién nhitng nguoi du khao phai
choang ngop bai “chiéc ghe dira chiing téi di tir khiic
hat nay dén khiic hat khdc vi séng rach chang chit,
chiing téi khéng thé quay lai thi xa trong ngay” (Cuia
ngay da mat).

Ving PBSCL ¢6 lugng nudc d6 vé trung binh
khoang bén nghin ti mét khdi nude mdi nam va cung
cép lugng phu sa mdi nam 1én dén hang tram triéu
tan cho ving dét non tré, khién nguoi dan D4t Miii
“Van cdi giong lac quan” bao nhau rang: “néu cir cdi
da phii sa boi ddp, vai chuc nam nita dat lién cua xi
minh ¢6 khi néi véi Malaysia. Liic d6 néu con manh
gidi tao sé ngoi xe do qua bén choi” (Nuwdc man).
C6 thé noi, séng nudc khong chi don thudn mang
dén nhiing gia tri vé vat chat ma con thap thém hi
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vong, nhen nhom nhitng mo wéc hon nhién va tao
bao cia nguoi dan noi day.

Con nude 12 hién tuong nude 1én xudng tuy theo
chu ky. Day la mét trong nhimng diém dic trung va
ndi bat nhat cia mién séng nudc, thé hién qua nhiéu
khai niém dan gian khac nhau: nudc rong, nudc
rong, dinh nudce, nudc giat, nudc kém, ... Thoi gian
gan day, khi hau toan cau bién d6i nhanh chong lam
cho luu lugng, hoat dong noi tai cua sdng nudce cling
thay dbi it nhidu. Diéu nay da duoc Nguyén Ngoc
Tu ghi nhan qua nhing tc pham cua minh: “cir moi
nam nude dudi lai téi sém hon, mia méi nam mai
dai hon” (Nude nhw nwéc mat), “nudéc chay bat
chdp nhitng dwong bién. Sao gio mua Cir Chong |ap
khé chiu, mwa nang cir nhang nhju, dang ndng ma
mua rong rong” (Song). Nhitng Kinh nghiém tich
Iily bao thang nam gio day to ra khong con dung nira
truéc nhimg d6i thay kho ludng cua tu nhién.

Trong trang van ctiia Nguyén Ngoc Tu, nhitng
dong song thudng mang dang vé hién hoa, yén a véi
nhitng cudc chay trdi xubi ngugc ctia minh: “mgt
dong séng l¢é, chay hién, ddng vé hoi hiu quanh nhu
thé & bén ria doi, khéng nhiéeu nguoi biét, khong
nhiéu nguoi qua lai nhung né van song tat ta mgt
doi séng” (Rach Rép). Diu ém 1a vay, khong hiém
khich, ciing chang biét phan bua 1a viy nhung ciing
¢6 lac ching manh m&, huyén bi va dir doi ¢én muc
¢6 thé lam tit ngdm mot doi ngudi, cudp di sinh
mang ciia ngudi me, khi dira con nho con chua biét
mé n6é mat mili nhu thé nao, hoi 4m ra sao: “Hom
do, troi muwa nho nhung gio nhzeu gio tat tay cheo
liéu xiéu. Nuoc tir vam song cuon cugn do ra. Chiéc
ghe bat nueéc tdp Vé xa lan cho car” (NhG song), hay
nhimg ngay dong song 1én con gian dir da dua dua
tré tir giac ngu tran gian vé bén kia thé gigi: “Trén
cdi dém cao su rdch ra tréi qua cé mét em bé chung
hai tudi nam nhw ngii, nuede sim sdp dén vanh tai.
Nita duwéi d@é truong, da xanh ngat. Cdu khéng khée
dwgc, khi 6m xdc em nho trén tay” (Song) Trong
sang tac caa Nguyén Ngoc Tu, song sian sang déng
tang tat ca cho con ngudi nhung ching ciing ¢ thé
lay di tat ca tir ho: “Né dao dat theo cdch riéng ciia
minh, bang cdch luén sdu vao long ddt. Khéng ai
hay song Di tra diia cho dén khi nhitng ngoi nha lan
lweot d6 vao séng, sau nhimng tran mwa dam” (Song).
Sang tac cua Nguy2n Ngoc Tu thé hién tuong ddi
déy du dic trung cua song nuée ving PBSCL, ddng
thoi, ching ta ciing khong thé pha nhan nhiing tac
dong manh mé cuaa bién do6i khi hau dén ty nhién.

Duéi ngdi but cua nha van, ving dit PBSCL
hién 1én 1a moét manh dat mau md voi kénh rach
chang chit, lru lugng nuéc doi dao va khong ngimg
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duoc phu sa bdi dip. Song song do, qué trinh bié’n
thién v€ méi sinh ciing gy nén nhiing bién doi that
thuong cua luu lugng nudce va dong chay.
2.1.2. Song nuoc — dau dn van hod ciia cu dén
bong bang Séng Ciru Long

Theo Tran Ngoc Thém, van hoa 1a “mét hé thong
gid tri mang tinh biéu twong do con nguoi sang tao
va tich lily qua qud trinh hoat déng thyec tién, trong
Sy twong tdc voi moi truong tu nhién va xa hoi cua
minh” (Thém, 2012, tr.56). Chinh qua trinh hoat
dong thuc tién, trong sur twong tac v6i moi treong tu
nhién dé hinh thanh nén nhing tap quan, tir nép an
&, di lai, cho dén giao thuong, va ca doi séng tim
linh, tin ngudng cia nguoi dan DBSCL.

Theo Nguyén Tri Nguyén, trong bai viét Vin
minh séng Ciu Long — mét cdu triic méi Ciia van
minh séng nuwoc, van minh PBSCL dugc ménh danh
1a vin minh séng nude khi cu dan khong 14y tri thiy
lam trong ma rat chi y trong viéc lam thay loi két
hop v&i mé mang giao thong duong thay. Viéc tan
dung téi wu mat nude da tao nén to hop van minh
song nudc dic trung & ving dat nay: van minh lia
nudc, van minh kénh rach, van minh cang thi, van
minh chg néi.

Chinh vi séng ngoi chang chit nén phuong tién
giao théng cua ngudi dan Dong bang Séng Cuu
Long chu yéu 14 xudng, ghe,... Nha vin, nha vin hoa
Son Nam timng cho rang: “Ngodi con trdu gid cao, it
ai Sam noi, tuwong dirong véi 100 gig lia — chiéc
Xuong la cong cu quan trong: “sam chiéc xuong de
lam chdn”. Nha ciea bam vao bo séng rach, néu
triece nha la bai bun khd dai véi dira nuée va rang
ban thi luén luén c6 dao mwong nhé, xé ngang bdi
dé xuong vao ddu sdt bén nha” (Nam, 1985, tr.31).
Xudng, ghe ciing thuong xuit hién trong vin
chuong Nguyén Ngoc Tu dé dam nhan vai tro
chuyén chd. Nhan vat Luong trong truyén ngin Bén
do xém Miéu gén minh v6i mai chéo dua khach sang
song, gia dinh Chin trong Nhé' song cling song doi
trén ghe va muu sinh bang viéc ban hang bong. Thoi
gian thu hoach laa dlen ra vao cudi mia nudc lut nén
cu dan phai dung xudng bé dé van chuyén theo dong
nude. Co nhitng mén ng tién tir mua trude dugc quy
tra bang lua ciing theo nhip chay cua song ma dén
nha nguoi cho vay: “mua gdt ngueoi ta cho liia mai
qua con ddp truée nha chii Mwoi Ba, trén chiéc
xuong kham lir ¢6 phan ding dé thanh todn no nan
cho chi” (Cugc diéu hanh lang 1&). Canh séng nudc
hiru tinh cling gitp cho cong viéc clia nguoi thuong
14i tré nén dé chiu, vi 1& d6, ho ciing tré nén dé
thuong: “Duwong nhw nhing chuyén mua lia lang
thang trén nhitng con song, trén nhitng dong kinh xa
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tham da lam ngueoi ta tré nén chan tinh va céi mo”
(Bui ngot). Song nudc con 1a noi trao doi, giao
thwong nhiéu hang hoa khéac: “Cho hop trén mét bo
ké cii kj nam doc theo bén séng. Ai ngoi ban ché nao
thi xuong ghe bugc vé cdi coc dang sau lung” (C6
con thuyén da budng bo), “chiéc ghe twéng nhé ma
héi gi ciing ¢6” (Cher tréi). Trén ghe, xudng ban d6
gi, nguoi ta treo thir d6 1én chiéc sao dai chimg nam
dén bay mét, tir trai bau, trai khom, dén con c4, cay
kim hay cuon chi. Cach giéi thiéu d6c dao nay,
ngudi dan quen goi 1a “beo”, thay cho nhirng loi rao
moi, VAy goi khach tir xa ghé lai mua sim. Ngay nay,
ngudi doc van o thé tim dén nhirng cho ndi nhur thé,
nhu cho ndi Cai Rang, chg néi Cai Be, cho ndi Nga
Bay, chg ndi Nga Nam, cho ndi Tra On,... dé dugc
mét lan trai nghiém chuyén mua ban trén séng nudc.

Bén canh nhiing dong song ménh moéng phai
cay nho xudng ghe két néi doi bo 1a cac muong rach
gan két tinh chom xoém: “Miia khé, mwong can long,
khéng can cau tre, tui nhé chi phéng véo di qua
vueon khdc. Liic ba me kéu &i dira tré véan con lan loc
ddt lang giéng, nhung né lén tiéng da thi ddt chan
bo liép nha mink” (Muong rong hao sau). Con rach
gitra nhiing ng6i nha trong x6m khéng lam ho xa
nhau ma gin ho ngay mot chat hon, bén bi va tham
thiét hon: “Nhiing thiz cdy moc bén hai bo mirong
khong quan tam do la bién gidi, tang ld dan vao
nhau. Goc 6i sé vuon kia van vo tw rung trdi chin
vuon ndy. Rau muong, can meéc moc chen nhau,
nha nao muén dn nay hdi. Bay ga cu bay qua bay
lai, ba dau dé do, goc Chuoz dong rom, khong quan
tdm chuyén trimg nam vweon ndo méi phii...
(Muong rong hao sau). Moi tht ¢t hoa nhap vao
nhau, song, rach, lang, hao, muong cr chen chuc,
quan quyt véi doi sdng sinh hoat con ngudi.

Song nudc wu dai, “thién vi” cho nguoi dan
DBSCL v6 sb san vat nén c6 1€ tinh hao sang cua ho
phan nao ciing bt nguon tir d6. Ngudi dan sinh song
cha yéu dua vao nguon séng troi ban. Khi dugc
khach tham quan héi chiéu nay an gi, 6ng Ca Bi da
hon hau tra 1oi: “Con ca mam ha, chac, can thi
chong xuong qua Trang Sen thiéu cha gi” (Ong Ca
Bi ¢ Xéo Quao). Pwra chau nho trong Tiéng dgi cia
xa x6i cling dén I6n 1&n, hoan thién khi dugc dung
duong bang tat ca tinh hoa ma séng nudc mang lai -
“Né phong phao tirng ngdy véi tém cd éng gia dat
d6 dwdi séng”. Véi nhimg nam laa ddng chét trang,
ngudi dan khén dén vi lo ling cho cai n cai mac
mua tgi thi chinh nhiing con nude da cau ho khoi
nhoc nhan: “nude lén 1é dé mat g, nguoi ta danh bdt
ca linh con dong hon di coi hat ngoai dinh” (Nhing
chdn troi khép).
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Di vao trang vin cia Nguyén Ngoc Tu, nhiing
san vat tu nhién ban tang khong chi phong phii ma
d6i khi con 13 nhitng dic san doc nhat vo nhi. Vi
¢ But Pong Nang, “an chiing mét lan ¢ Ngoc Vién
Pong, ngan ngat mii gi dé gan nhw nhuy sen lan
trong ban non. Muii gi gan nhw mét cuong hoa ngam
nieéc. Miti gi con giong nhuea cdy con wét. Cdu nhdn
ra dwoC ting dy théi, nhing mui khdc cit ldn vdo
ngan ngat” va “Thuong lai nguoi Hoa Bd'p than van
o¢ But Pong Nang ngdy cang nho (...) Oc dat nhw
vang, ddt vi huyén thoai va vi bon ldi buén Hoa Bdc.
Mén gi ho sin ling déu tré nén dat dé”. Hay loai
rwou “cat tir nuede séng Di, hirong vi dac biét, khong
ddu c6. Ruou chi ndu dugc vao mua thu, maa thu 4
rung xuong day ddc séng. Ld Vira tréi vira rd ra,
ngam vao nwéc, cho ra nhieng mé rieou thao méc lg
lung” (Song).

Nhéc dén séng nude ma khong noéi t6i nhitng cau
ca, diéu ho thi qua 1a mot thiéu sot. Thuong ngoan
song nudc thi phai ling nghe vai ba diéu ho chéo
ghe, ho mai doan, ho mai truong, mai nhét, mai
nhi,... thor am thanh khong can dan dém ma van nhe
nhang di vao long ngudi boi sy nhip nhang 1én
xudng cta mai chéo, cung nhimg cai nhip chan cua
khach thap phuong hoa vao tiéng hat vang doi trén
khtic séng yén &4, ménh méng, thoang dat. Biéu ho
song nudc miéu ta cudc song doi thudng, binh di
luén tham trén d6i moéi ngudi lao dong dii nang mua
tat ta, 1am nén nét dep vin hoa, mot thir nghé thuat
tuyét dieu: “Bim bip kéu nuoc Ion ai oi, buon ban
khong loi chéo chong mai mé” (Tleng dgi cua xa
xoi); la tiéng vong xa xdm trong héi e Cua dua chau
vé nhirng budi trura he bi bat ngu trua, tiéng hat ay
lam “bai hodi” ca tim hdn non tré. Nhiing ciu hat
VUi con tao nén tiéng cudi ron ca mot khuc song:
“Phy mdu danh em qudt qué qudt qugi. Treo em lén
tai nhanh ban. Rui ma dirt ddy rét xuéng em ciing
lan theo anh...i...a” (Ciia ngay da mat). Hay nhiing
ciu hat “dua tang” cho tinh yéu, tht tinh yéu tir thud
hon nhién cho dén liic truéng thanh. Cau hat nhu
mot 1oi tién biét cua trai tim thdn thic, ri mau cua
nhan vat Phi: “ O.. ¢... Ai xui ma con sdo cdi no
sang séng cdi no sang song. Cho nén ma con sdo..
0... 6... s long cdi kia bay xa cdi kia bay xa, cdi ly
em o, cdi Iy chang di...”. Ai dua con sao cua Phi
sang s6ng? Bai Ly con sdo nghe sao dut rugt. Nhitng
4m thanh than sdu dy khong phai ty nhién ma co, véi
Phi, n6 1a su gin két voi song nude, noi sinh ra va
di dudng tinh than anh, tao do day, khic khoai cho
giong hat cua anh: “Théi, giong ca tao, thiéu séng
thiéu nuede, coi nhie hét hay roi” (Ly con sdo sang
song). Viéc sir dung chat liéu dan gian dua vao cac
sang tac, nha van Nguyén Ngoc Tu tao nén xtic cam
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khé quén trong long ngudi doc. Nhiing cau hat quen
thudc nay cang da di€t hon trong vi¢c 16t ta ngi tam
con nguoi, noi ma do6i moéi khong thé thot thanh 1oi.

Song nudce cling di vao tin ngudng cua nguoi dan
Véi nhitng cau chuyén nira hu nira thuc nhung vo
tinh gitip con ngudi sdng viing vang, thanh than hon.
Séng nudce chinh 1a khoi thay caa sw séng. Tir lau,
ngudi Viét da c¢6 tuc tho Nudc (Mau Thoai) & mién
Bic. Nudc, do d6, di 1a mot c6 mau trong vin
chuong, tuong trung cho sy sinh s6i. Trong sang tc
cua Nguy&n Ngoc Tu, niém tin ay trong nhan dan
van con nguyén ven. Tinh nit cia song khong nhitng
dugc thé hién qua tir “con” séng, ma c6 khi con dugc
suy ton & cach goi “ba™ “Cdu hiéu vi sao cuw din
ngd Chin goi song la ba. Nin nhin va diu dang, khéo
léo va ¢6 vé vé hai, nhung day thir hdn va hung
hiém” (Séng). Tham chi, song con trao cho nhirng
ngudi khao khat 1am cha, 1am me mét niém hi vong:
“Md chong Sdo hoi con song thuong that théo noi
Vo' chong nao hiém mugn con cdi nuét mat cap cd
Bac Pau thé nao ciing can thai” (Nude nhu nuwéc
mdt). Su ra doi cuia mot dua tré hay viéc khai sinh ra
nhitng céi tén ciing c6 vét tich tir song nudce: “thang
nhé dau buw gdt git ndi né ciing nghe nguoi ta don
déi vé con trai Ha B&. Me né can bau sanh sau trgn
lut, sinh né ra vao mét tran lut khdc. Rén né dwoc
cat bang miéng chai sanh, vi gap rdi chay lén go
khéng ai mang theo dao, kéo. Sinh giia lut ndm Dan
nén né mdi tén Hum. Lé ra phdi tén Lut nhung cd
mét con nhé sinh trede né vai gio- hét mat cdi tén dé
nhé dé” (Song). Nguoi dan Nam Bo con tin rang dat
tén con la Giang, 1a Thuy, 1a Lut cho gan giii véi
song nude nham dé nhé, d& nuéi va dé séng. Khi
ngudi ta 1on 1én, séng con mang ca dang véc cua
ngudi yéu, 1a tiéng goi than thudc, gan giii, au yém
danh cho nhau - “Bén Séng ngu di, Nguyén canh
cho” (Ngén ngang), dé rdi do ciing c6 thé 1a noi cudi
cung dé tro vé cua doi ngudi: “Nia dém ¢ vat ring
rung ring tréi ra bién, trén dé cé khi cé ca mét cdi
xom, nguoi ta va cho va ga (...). Cang tréoi xa no
cang chim tir tir. Thim thdy chii tui bdy leo muit dot
cdy dé khoi wot, nhung rot cuge ciing chim lim theo
rieng. Ba gia ké, chi tiét lién quan dén hinh anh cugi
cing cua chong (...), giong ba cir rung 1én vi khodi
cam, mdt lim dim té mé” (Séng). Séng nude co mit
moi luc trong hanh trinh cua doi nguodi va that sy da
tré thanh mot didu thiéng liéng trong tin niém cua
cu dan dat Chin Rong.

Bing nhfmg sang tac voi dung luong khong qua
dai, Nguyen Ngoc Tu da bay Ién trang viét nhitng
ddc trung, 4n tuong vé song nu6e Voi day du duong
nét, hinh véc, tinh cach, dén vai tro d6i véi doi Song
vat chat va tinh than cua ngudi dan PBSCL, qua do,
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khing dinh vé dep, strc song manh ligt, tiém tang cia
song nudce trong doi song hién thyc va doi song van
chuong.
2.2. Syphén tw vé hién trang séng nwéc Pong
bang _song Ciru Long trong sing tac
Nguyén Ngoc Tw
2.2.1. Hi¢n thuc cugc song Ciia cu ddn gan Véi
song nuoc ¢ bong bang séng Cuu Long

Thién nhién ting dugc ton tho trong van hoc dan
gian va timg dwoc dé cao, mi hoa trong chii nghia
lang man. Vi cam quan hién thuc, cac thé hé nha
van di trudc tir 1au da nhan thay rd diéu kién tu nhién
ving dat cyc Nam ciia To qudc khong phai hoan
toan duogc wu dai, doi séng cua ngudi dan PBSCL
khong phai luc nao cling an nhan, hudng thu. Son
Nam tirng canh béo: “Pong bang séng Ciru Long va
mién Hau Giang véi nép song cuc khé nhung nhan
roi” va “Chung ta nén nhin ky va tranh nhiing do
twong cho rang d‘ong bang song Ciiu Long quda phi
nhiéu. O ving dat rong nay c6 nhiéu “tiéu hinh thé
khac nhau”: noi nwoC mdan, nudc phen, noi nuwoc
ngot, noi ngdp lut gan nhw sinh ldy man ndam, noi
cao rdo; noi lam ruong lam vuon dwoc, noi thi
hoang vu, ¢é ldt, dung, cé nan moc lua thua” (Nam,
1997, tr.9). Vi 1& d6, nha vin khong thé chi biét
chiém ngam, ca ngoi nhirng canh tuong thién nhién
mi 1¢ hay thi vi hoa tu nhién mét cach chi quan ma
can thau sudt hién thuc cugc song dwoc cit gidu dudi
nhiing bic tranh phong canh ay.

Bang su nhay bén cta ngudi phu nir ciing von
séng phong pht cua mot nha van, Nguyen Ngoc Tu
khong bo sot bat ki goc khuit nao vé doi séng cua
ngudi dan mién séng nudc, voi nhimg thing trim
trong hién thuc cudc séng va ca bién dong vé tim
hon. Véi tam 1y “nuwéc téi dau minh theo téi dé, hoi
dau ma lo” (Miia man), ngudi dan DPBSCL &n nho ¢
dau dong song dé rdi khi chét di, ho ciing goi tam
than vao dong nudc. Séng siu nudc ca ciing tiém an
khong it rui ro, tai hoa. Gié manh, song dit trén song
¢6 thé vo tinh hay cb ¥ chén vii nhitng s6 phan bat
hanh. Khuc séng goi nhitng ki niém kho phai, ki
niém vé tudi tho khi con c¢6 ma, nhung lai 1a ndi dau
khén xiét, vét ct siu ri mau ma ca cudc doi nhan
vat Giang mang theo bén minh cung voi dira em gai
khong mot chut nho hay 4n tuogng gi vé ma: “Nudc
tir vam séng cuon cugn do ra... Giang thdy ré rang,
liic cdy sao trong tay md dang choi vao thanh xa lan
trueot hudt lén, ma ngd xuong, dau ma ddp vao cdi
Qo sdt, déi chan con biu vao ghe. Roi ma cong lai
nhu chiéc vong, hup vio séng”, “Ma chét ché nay
né” 1a cau nhic nhg dau 1ong nhat vé hinh anh cudi
cung cua ma trong Giang, goi cho dira em gai nho
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biét ring ma van & dé véi séng, ma ngup siu vao
song va séng s& 6m ap, che chd cho néi dau cua ma
(Nh¢ song).

Khach phuong xa den ¢6 khi chi nhin thay su thi
vi bé ngoal cuia cuoc Song lénh dénh, tréi ndi ma
khong dé thau thi bao ndi nhoc nhan, thiéu thdn:
“nhitng chiéc ghe hang bong neo lai bén rang mam
Ndu com chiéu om 1én vai lon khéi com nhom” (Rach
Rap), “Bé lom khom rita chén, thir nwée séng ma khi
ndy cdu thay chi ding d@é ndu com, kho cd, thit nuéc
Cdu dd té vao va dang tam tdp, chi bao “mdy dira
choi gi ma dc”. Cé do chi thap thodng hai bau vii
héo khi voi tay khoa nuoc” (Song).

Cudc sdng trén séng yén 4, tir nhitng sinh hoat
hang ngay dén viéc cudi nhau va sinh con dé cai,
canh tuong néu nhin tir xa ké ciing ¢6 phan thi vi,
goi nhé dén vé dep nhu bac tranh myc Tau ciia mot
danh hoa thoi ¢6 trong Chiéc thuyén ngodi xa cua
Nguyén Minh Chau. Thé nhung dau do trén nhirng
chiéc thuyén troi bong bénh trén séng nudc dy 1a ndi
nhoc nhin muu sinh, 14 nhiing cudc doi khong biét
di vé dau, tré con s& hoc hanh nhu thé nao: «... Ciing
phdi, lic dé con Thity con mém xéo, nho xiu nhu con
meo muop. Hét nhw Giang, no lon lén trén ghe. Luc
buén bdn, hic ndu com, éng Chin khéng bong dwoc,
Giang buéc sgi ddy dit vé chdn né, dau kia Giang
budc vé mui ghe. Con Thiiy bo chdn bo ché réi nam
NQuta ra, ngd nhitng trdi cd, trdi khom, trdi bi, bau
ong Chin treo lic liu trén nhanh cha dang miii ghe.
C6 1€ né biét than minh mo c6i me nén né dé chiu,
dé tanh” (NhG séng). Dén cudi truyén, niém udc mo
4m tham, chdy bong cua 6ng Chin da duogc boc 16
khi 6ng “lay tir trong tii ra tung Chlec khau vang
ong anh” quyét dinh mua mleng dat, mdi ngay cudc
dat trong rau, ¢6 gi an nay. Loi 6ng Chin néi voi
ngudi vo qua c¢b khién nguoi ta khong khoi xot xa:
“Con ba, ba da thanh nuée, thanh dat, thanh cé
thanh cdy, cha con tui ¢ dau, xin ba theo do. Pam
chdu chat chit ciia minh réi sé chang phdi chju lénh
dénh” (Nho song).

Van con d6 cau chuyén cua gia dinh cha con Ut
Vii phai chat vat trén “chiéc ghe, canh dong, dong
song thénh thang mai” trong Canh dong bat tan.
Nhimg dtra tré tén Nuong, tén Dién ma ctr khic
khoai cuing ndi nhé nhung nhitng cai ciy minh da
ting trong va bo lai trén mot bo bai nao d6. Nhiing
budi chay choi ngoai san nha trd nén xa voi va duoc
dén truong tré thanh nhitng wéc mo, khat khao manh
liét trong tam hon chung: “Hai nhé trieong hoc qud
a, cung (...) Pém nay, t6i sao thé nay? Vi nhin thdy
niém hy vong 1?” (Canh dong bdt tdn).
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Nguyén Ngoc Tu di khong tu lra dbi minh va
danh ltra ban doc khi chi khong ngai hé 16 hién thuc
phii phang cua nhitng kiép séng long dong gan lién
v6i song nude. Do 14 hién thuc cudc séng muu sinh
co cuc phu thude vao thién nhién, vi thé tré nén bap
bénh, nhleu rai ro. Dau the khat vong vé mét cuge
séng 6n dinh, tuoi sang van khong ngimg duoc thap
1én trong tdm hon nhimg ngudi dan noi day. Cudc
séng cua nguoi dan vung song nudc Cuu Long nho
do tr6 nén gan gii va chan thyc hon trén trang viét
cua “dac san mién Nam” (Cach goi cua Tran Hiwu
Diing).

2.2.2. Thuc trang bdo dong vé vin dé moi sinh

Ciia séng mwdc Pong bang séng Ciu
Long

Budc sang ki nguyén hién dai, thién nhién mat
dan vj tri cia né trong nén van minh ki tri. Chi khi y
thirc dugc nhitng thanh tyu khoa hoc co nguy co x6a
s6 sy ton tai cia chinh minh, con nguoi bat dau phé
phan, phan tu va “hoadi nghi” (Thy, 2017, tr.81). Va
trong cam quan dao dtrc sinh thai d6 chinh 1a sy tro
lai va ndi dai dién ngdn ling man vé ty nhién. Con
ngudi biét tran trong vé dep cua tu nhién hon, déng
thoi nang cao y thirc bao vé chung. Viét vé séng
nuéc Ciru Long, nha van mot mat tim kiém, phat
hién vé dep nguyén so cua no, dong thoi thiy dugc
nhing anh huong tiéu cuc ma thién nhién dang phai
hing chiu, qua do, du bao dugc nhiing V|en canh
den t6i ma con nguoi s& phai nhan Iay néu khong
thirc tinh va hanh dong kip thoi. Van dé séng nudc
DBSCL hién 1én da chiéu va co suc am anh manh
m& trong sang tac cia Nguyén Ngoc Tu.

Dién ngdn vé tinh trang nhidm phén, xam nhap
man, han han, lut kéo dai, cai chét cua song nudc cu
duoc nhéc di nhic lai nhiéu lan trong sang tac cua
Nguy&n Ngoc Tu. Cac ludng lach cit mdi nam lan
sdu vao canh dong ltia nbi, xung quanh ménh moéng
nhitng nuée 1a nudc: “mia nuwde dudi bdr dau tir
giita thang Giéng. Ngé meoc bdt dau linh dinh bo
bdi, nguoi & xém Ray the dai i hu, chic nam sau dn
tét trén ghe” (Nude nhur nuwéc mat). Sy xam thyc cua
bién vao dat lién khién cho: “nhitng con cd nudéc duc
con s6t lai, ém rom, trén minh ddy ghé 167, d6i ca
Bac Dau ciing “cham rdu vao nhau khé khang, nhi
au yém, nhw do dan, nhw dju dang nhue lqi Kiét sirc”.
Con ngudi dudng nhu ciing “mét méi va dudi sirc
nhu con cd nwée duc khdac khodi séng véi cdi vi man
moi xa xot cua bién” (Nuwée nhie nieéc mat). Hét xam
nhap min 1a kho han, nhiém phén. Trong truyén
ngan Cdnh dong bat tdn, hién thuc chinh 1a sy bat
lyc cha con ngudi d6i voi mua han “ndng bong, bat
thuong”, “nhitng con kinh khé tro long” va nhitng
dong nudc ngot cudi cling ciing vang phén, “mét lép

197

Tap 58, So 6C (2022): 192-199

phén méi, vang sam qudanh lgi”, mét mau vang cia
su héo ua, chét choc, hoang tan. Ngudi dan phai “di
mua nréc ngot bang xuong chéo, nin thé dé meéc
khéi sdanh ra ngodi... tut Xuong ao tam tdp thir nwéc
chua 16t vi phén, roi xoi lai dhing hai gau. Nudc vo
com ding dé vira rau, nwéc viea rau danh rira cd”.
Viéc tan dung t6i da ngudn nudce vi thiéu nuéc ngot
tram trong nghe c6 vé bat hop 1i khi noi dén ving
song nudc DBSCL nhung d6 1a sy thuc dau don.
Nghich 1i nay that dang mia mai: “Chung t6i ding
chan o mot xom nho bén bo song lon ménh mang.
Mia mai, nguoi & ddy lai khéng cé nude dé ding”
(Cdnh dong bdt tan). Song hanh véi nhidm man,
nhiém phén 1a tinh trang lii lut, sat 16. Theo mét bao
céo khoa hoc, bién doi khi hau cung nhiing anh
huong caa chung dén “si bién doi muc nirde Pong
bang séng Ciru Long trong 30 ndm qua va tinh trung
binh thap ky tai 11 tram thuy van chinh cho thdy ré
birc tranh chung la dinh lii tang lén rdt ré ¢ hau hét
cdc ving cuol nguon, tang khéng déu ¢ cdc vung
dau nguon” (Minh, 2015, tr.133). Qua trinh bién doi
nay di gdy nén nhiing thiét hai vé vat chit va 1an
tinh than: “Poan séng phia trén hay bj | dat, mang
nhiéu thr tr6i ngang qua ngo lam. Nhiéu hic em ngol
tham thdy nguyén mét gié Co tréi, trén dé cé bay
kién vang chay nguoc chay xudi, thuong gi ddau. Con
chuon chuén do vira réi bay ngang, anh cé thdy
canh né bi rach khong?” (Song). S€ khong cuong
diéu néu noi rang, su mAt mat vé vat chit va tinh
than chinh 1a ton that cia chung muén loai, khong
riéng gi ctia con nguoi khi Dt me bi hay hoai. Birc
tranh séng nudc trong Canh dong bat tan hay Séng
1a nhirng tiéng réo goi tha thiét, c6 phan gian dit cua
thién nhién nude khi ding trudc sy tan phé cua con
nguoi.

Khi x& hoi phat trién nhanh chong, manh mg,
cung vai su nhay vot ctia nganh dich vu thi du lich
song nudc try thanh tim diém cha ¥ va huéng khai
thac tiém nang. Nhidu nguoi mudn tim lai mot chut
ky trc tudi tho, 1ang nghe tiéng mai ddy hoa cing ciu
ho diéu hat, nhin giot nuéc nho ra tir gong vé, ngdm
bong luc binh trdi vo dinh, hay don gian 1a 1ang nghe
tiéng chan khoa siu vao lan nudc mat thom réu va
d4m minh vao chung. Panh vao thi hiéu 4y, nguoi
ta thi nhau 1am du lich, bién séng nuéc thanh mot
thir dich vu hai ra tién. Nhung thay vi biét khai thac
thé manh, vé dep cua tu nhién bang tat ca su hiéu
biét 1an long biét on thi con ngudi lai thd o vai thién
nhién: “Thang nguoi lir dir ra choi vé, chdm rai ddi
mét pha nhuw ché danh ddu lanh thé, va néi véi ong
gia, tir gio chd nay cua tui. Ong gia khéng buon
chiti, xdch chai riou vé. Thang con hiit xong diéu
thude, biing tan lai sau leng, hing ho cat vo, khong
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dém xia coi ¢é thit chi ngoai rdac nam trong heéi” ma
vbn di ngay trude nd da timg trach cha né - “cdi diéu
bé to mo khi nguoi dan éng vuon vai kéo gong vo
Ién lam phién né hét sirc, ca cdch éng lo dang chang
them nhin dam tém cd quynh lén trong ludi ‘Phdi
minh, minh sé coi ¢é con cd la nao lgc vé khong”
(Tiéu tuy vong quanh). Cai nhin hoi hot, ho hitng va
bat can cuia hai cha con trong tac pham nhu mot tim
guong phan chiéu thir dich vu du lich té nhat, day
ry su gia tao, & d6, ngudi ta khong cam duoc tinh
ngudi va nhiing gia tri cot 16i caa vin minh séng
nudc.

Nhiing dac tinh co ban cla séng nude cling thay
dbi dir doi theo thoi gian bai nén kinh té thi truong,
khi con ngudi chay theo loi ich nhat thoi ma bic tir
cac dong song: “Séng, thday ménh méng ma dé giét.

Nguwoi ta woe tinh lam mét dong séng can con dé

hon lam mégt con duwong” (Song). Con ngudi ngay
nay di danh mat niém kinh trong d6i voi ty nhién,
v6i Mau Thoai. Thay vao d6 1a sy truc loi triét dé,
bon rat, tham chi xtic pham nghiém trong dén huyét
mach cua sy sdng: “Ngoai séng, nhing chiéc xa lan
van cha di xat lai lam Xdy xwot mdt nuoc, van kéu
rit khodi trd, tuc tan, man ro khi suc nhing cdi voi
vdo than thé séng, hit mon xwong mdu né. Lam x6i
I borbén cudi cing, ldy di ciia t6i nhitng thiwong yéu
cusi cang” (Khéi troi Iong dy). Va da dén lac chung
ta phai tra gia. Tinh trang nao vét kiét cung long
song dé phuc vu qua trinh d6 thi héa khong chi hity
hoai chinh con séng ma con huy diét ca cudc song
hai bén bo song. Nhitng dong chay dang bi ngan
chin vi mot muc dich md 4m nao do, rdi co lac sé
“tinh s6” v6i nhiing ké thu ac: “Ngwoi ta néi rang
song Di nguyén rua nhiing ké chan dong ciia né,
khong khdnh kiét thi ciing chét oan uéng ddau dé”
(S6ng). Loi canh bao 4y, hay néi ding hon 1a mot
I6i nguyén, khong phai dwoc thdt nén bai mot tin
ngudng dan gian ma con duoc phat biéu boi sy thau
sudt quy luat nhan — qua.
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