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Can Tho City, the center of the Mekong Delta region, play an important
role in the region's socio-economic development. In the historical process,
the land of Can Tho has had different names, including the name "Can
Tho™. This name was officially born in 1876 when the French protectorate
established Can Tho county, then changed into Can Tho province. About
the name "Can Tho", there are many studies mentioned. However, up to
now, there are still different opinions. This article aims to exchange ideas
to contribute to the clarification of the origin and meaning of the name
"Can Tho" and some related names.

TOM TAT

Thanh phé Can Tho la trung tam ving Bong bang séng Ciru Long, ¢6 vai
tro quan trong doi voi sw phat trién kinh té-xd hoi cua ving. Trong tién
trinh lich sir, ving dat Can Tho c6 nhitng tén goi khdc nhau, trong dé c6
tén goi “Can Tho”. Tén goi nay chinh thirc ra doi nam 1876 khi chinh
quyén bao hé Phadp thanh ldp hat Can Tho, sau déi thanh tinh Can Tho.
Ve tén 1 goi “Can Tho” dd cé nhiéu nghién curu de cdp. dén. Tuy nhién, dén
nay van con nhing y kién khac nhau. Bai viét nay nham trao doi y kién d‘e
g6p phan lam sdng t6 nguon goc, y nghia tén goi “Can Tho” va mét s
tén goi lién quan.

1. GIOI THIEU

bia danh hoc la nganh khoa hoc nghién cau tén
goi cac dbi twong dia ly tu nhién va kinh té-x& hoi
(KTXH) do con nguoi dat ra. Thong qua dia danh,
nguoi nghién ciru ¢d thé giai ma nhiing véan dé vé sy
hinh thanh va phét trién cua mot toc ngudi, mot
ving dat, sy giao Iuu va tiép bién van hoa cua cong
dong va nhiéu thong tin vé dia ly, lich sir, van hoa,
du lich gan lién voi dia danh do.

Cén Tho la thanh phé truc thudc Trung wong, d6
thi loai |, trung tam viing Bdng bing sdng Ciru Long
(PBSCL), dong vai tro quan trong ddi vai su phat
trién KTXH cua ving. Trong tién trinh lich s, viing
dat Can Tho ¢6 nhitng tén goi khac nhau, trong do6
c6 tén goi “Can Tho”. Tén goi nay chinh thirc ra doi
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ndm 1876 khi chinh quyén bao ho Phap thanh Iap
hat Can Tho, sau doi thanh tinh Can Tho (Tinh uy
& UBND tinh Can Tho, 2002).

Mic du dia danh “Can Tho” da dugc nhiéu tai
liéu @& cap, nhung dén nay van con nhiing y kién
khac nhau. Vi vay, bai viét nay nham trao doi y kién
dé gop phan lam sang to ngu0n gbc, ¥ nghia cua dia
danh “Can Tho” va mét so tén goi lién quan.

2. DU LIEU VA PHUONG PHAP NGHIEN

Cuu

2.1. Dir liéu nghién ciru

Nghién cau nay chu yéu dya vao cac bo sach
dugc bién soan dudi triéu Nguyén nhu: (1) Gia Binh
thanh thdng chi do Trinh Hoai Bic (1765-1825)


https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C4%90%E1%BB%93ng_b%E1%BA%B1ng_s%C3%B4ng_C%E1%BB%ADu_Long
https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C4%90%E1%BB%93ng_b%E1%BA%B1ng_s%C3%B4ng_C%E1%BB%ADu_Long
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bién soan nam 1805 dudi tridu vua Gia Long va
dang Ién vua Minh Mang vao nam 1820; sach nay
Viét vé 5 tran thuoc thanh Gia Dinh (nay 1a Nam Bo)
tir thoi chia Nguyén dén hét thoi Gia Long; (2) Pai
Nam thuc luc do Quéc sir quén tridu Nguyén bién
soan trong 88 nam (1821-1909); séch nay chép vé
cac doi chia Nguyén va vua Nguyén tur khi chla
Nguyén Hoang tran thu Thuan Hoa (1558) dén doi
vua Khai Pinh (1925); day duoc coi la bo sir chinh
thong cua triéu Nguyén, ciing 1a bd sir d6 s¢ bac nhét
cua nudéc ta con gitr lai dén ngay nay; (3) Quac trieu
chinh bién toat yéu do Quéc st quan triéu Nguyén
bién soan dudi su chu bién cua Téng tai Cao Xuan
Duc nam 1908; sach nay tom tat nhimng sy kién
chinh tir sach Pgi Nam thuc luc dé tien cho viéc sir
dung, nhat la phuc vu viéc thi ctr dudi tridu Nguyen
(4) Pgi Nam nhat théng chi do Qudc sir quén tridu
Nguyén bién soan vao thoi Tu Duc (khoang 1865-
1882) va duoc xut ban vao thoi Duy Tan (1910);
sach nay dugc coi 1a b sach dia chi ddy dii nhét dudi
thoi phong kién Viét Nam.

Ngoai ra, nghién ciru nay con str dung cac ngudn
tu liéu nhu: cdc cong trinh nghién cuu, cac di ligu
dudi dang van ban, so liéu thong k&, ban do, hinh
anh, v.v...

2.2. Phwong phap nghién ciru

2.2.1. Phuong phadp dia ly hoc lich si

Dia ly hoc lich sir 1a phwong phéap nghién ctru vé
su thay ddi 14nh thé dia Iy qua cac thoi ky lich sir.
Phuong phap dia Iy hoc lich st duoc van dung trong
nghién ciru nay dé tim hiéu sy hinh thanh va bién
dbi dia giéi hanh chinh ¢ ving dat Can Tho qua cac
thoi ky lich st nhu dao Tran Giang, tran Vinh
Thanh, phu Pinh Vién, pha Tuy Bién, huyén Vinh
binh, huyén Phong Phd, hat Can Tho, tinh Can
Tho,...

2.2.2. Phuwong phap tir nguyén hoc

Tur nguyén hoc 1a phuong phap van dung ngon
ngit hoc (tir vung, ngir am, ngir phap) dé truy tim
dang tir ngir nguyén géc (tir nguyén) caa dia danh.
Trong nghién ctru nay, phuong phép tir nguyén hoc
duoc van dung nham xac dinh tr nguyén cua dia
danh “Can Tho” dya trén mdi quan hé véi tén goi
dan gian (tuc danh) cua dia phuwong va su chuyén
héa sang tiéng Viét theo phuong ngir Nam Bo.

2.2.3. Phirong phdp tiép can lién nganh

Tiép can lién nganh 1a phuong phap thich hop va
hiéu qua trong nghién ctiru dia danh. Vi vay, nghién

! Ngay nay la ving Séc Trang
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cau nay tim hiéu dia danh “C?}n Tho” theo phuong
phép tiép can lién nganh tir nhiéu goc do: st hoc, dia
Iy hoc, ngbn ngit hoc va van héa hoc.

3. NQI DUNG NGHIEN CcUU

3.1. Khai quét sy hinh thanh viing dit Can
Tho

Ving dit Can Tho, ciing nhu toan ving Nam B,
xua 1a 1anh thd ciia vong qubc Phit Nam —mot quéc
gia ¢ dai hinh thanh vao diu Céng Nguyén ¢ khu
vuc Dong Nam A. Trong thoi ky Phi Nam cuong
thinh di c6 nhiéu nuéc nho than phuc véi tu cach 1a
nhiing thudc qudc hoic chu hau, trong d6 ¢6 nudc
Chan Lap caa nguoi Khmer. Vao dau thé ky VII,
nhan IGc Phd Nam suy yéu, Chan Lap da tan cong
va chiém lay (Phan Huy Lé, 2016; Vii Minh Giang,
2019).

Dudéi thoi Chan Lap, ving dat nay da tré thanh
mot ving hoang héa. Trong bdi canh d6, nhiéu cu
dan Viét da dén ving nay khai pha. Tur cudi thé ky
XVI va dic biét 1a vao dau thé ky XVII, ngudi Viét
tir ¢at Thuan Quang di dén ving M6 Xoai, Pong
Nai (mién Pong Nam B¢) khai khan dét hoang lap
lang sinh séng (Vii Minh Giang, 2019).

Trong tién trinh khan hoang Nam Bo, ving dét
Can Tho dugc khai pha twong d6i muon. Cudi thé
ky XVII, dau thé ky XVII1, Mac Ciru chiéu tap dan
cu khai pha ving dat Ha Tién va dang dat nay cho
chta Nguyén Phiic Chu dé thudc vao lanh thd Dang
Trong, thi ving d4t Can Tho van con la mot ving
hoang hoa (Tinh uy & UBND tinh Can Tho, 2002;
Trinh Hoai Birc, 20086).

Nam At M&o (1735), Mac Ciru qua doi, Mac
Thién Tich ndi nghiép cha t6 chic khai phd mo
mang thém & viing hiru ngan séng Hau. Bén nam Ky
Mui (1739), cbng cudc khai pha hoan thanh, Mac
Thién Tich cho lap thanh bén dao, déu thuge tran Ha
Tién. Do la: dao Long Xuyén (vung Ca Mau), dao
Kién Giang (ving Rach Gia), dao Tran Di (viing bic
Bac Liéu?), va dao Tran Giang (ving Can Tho). Tai
dao Tran Giang, Mac Thién Tich cho lap thu so bén
bd séng Hau. Tir d6, thu s& dao Tran Giang dong vai
trd hau thuan cho Ha Tién, dwoc chu trong phat trién
trén moi linh vuc quan sy, kinh té-thwvong mai va
van hoa (Qudc st quan triéu Nguyén, 1972; Trinh
Hoai Duc, 2006).

Do vi tri xung yéu nam giira Ha Tién va Gia
Dinh, trong thap nién 70 cua thé ky XVIII, thu s¢
dao Tran Giang trg thanh cir diém quan trong va
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phaét trién manh trong bdi canh lich st day xao dong.
Thang 3 nam Pinh Dau (1777), quan Tay Son danh
chiém Gia Dinh 1am cho chda Nguyén Anh phai
chay xuéng Trin Giang. Dén thang 8 nim d6, quan
Tay Son kéo xudng Tran Giang, chia Nguyén cho
quén danh lai nhung khong duoc, phai lui. Dén nim
Dinh Mui (1787), quan Tay Son rit khoi cac dinh
trin & mién Tay, vi thé Nguyén Anh méi thu lai
duoc cac ving nay. Nam Nham Ty (1792), Nguyén
Hué 1am bénh qua doi, luc lugng Tay Son suy yéu
va bi quan Nguyén Anh danh bai. Nam Nham Tuat
(1802), chia Nguy&n Anh 1én 1am vua véi nién hiéu
Gia Long. Nam Mau Thin (1808), vua Gia Long cho
phan lap ving dit méi tir Gia Pinh dén Ha Tién
thanh 5 tran: Phién An, Bién Hoa, Pinh Tuong,
Vinh Thanh, Ha Tién. Ving dit Can Tho bay gio
thuoc tran Vinh Thanh. Nam Quy Dau (1814),
huyén Vinh Dinh dugc thanh lap, ving dat Can Tho
thuoc huyén Vinh Binh, pha Binh Vién, trin Vinh
Thanh (Quéc sir quan tridu Nguyén, 2006).

Nam Nham Thin (1832), vua Minh Mang cho
ddi “tran” thanh “tinh”. Tran Vinh Thanh dugc chia
thanh hai tinh 1a An Giang va Vinh Long. Huyén
Vinh Dinh (trong dé c6 ving dat Can Tho) dugc
tach khoi phu Binh Vién, tinh Vinh Long dé thuc
vao pha Tan Thanh, tinh An Giang. Pén nim Ky
Hoi (1839), viing d4t Can Tho thudc huyén Phong
Pha, phu Tuy Bién, tinh An Giang (Qudc sir quéan
triéu Nguy2n, 2006).

Gitra thé ky X1X, thuc dan Phép dem quan x4m
lugc nude ta. Nam 1859, Phap danh chiém thanh
Gia Pinh. Nam 1862, triéu dinh Nguyén ky hoa udc
nhuong ba tinh mién Péng Nam Ky cho Phéap. Bén
nam 1867, thyc dan Phap dua quan danh chiém ba
tinh mién Tay Nam Ky. Sau d6, chinh quyén thyc
dan Phap 1ap ra mot cap hanh chinh dudi cép tinh
cia triegu Nguydn, goi 1a “hat thanh tra”
(inspections), dan gian quen goi la “hat”. Tén céc
hat thuong khong goi theo tén Han-Viét cua triéu
Nguyén ma goi theo tuc danh (cach goi dan gian)
cla noi dit ly so. Theo do, tinh An Giang bao gém
ba hat 1a: Chau Pdc (Tuy Bién), Sa DPéc (Tan
Thanh), Bai Xau (Ba Xuyén). Ving dat Can Tho
thuoc hat Sa Déc (Tinh iy & UBND tinh Céan Tho,
2002; Duong Van Triém, 2019).

Niam 1871, Phap cho ddi hat thanh tra thanh “hat
tham bién”? (arrondissement). Noi dit tru so hat
tham bién goi la tda tham bién, dan gian quen goi la

2.Con goi la “tiéu khu” hodc “tiéu khu hanh chinh”

3 Chinh phu Viét Nam Cong hoa
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“tda bd”. Nam 1872, Phap cho sap nhap huyén
Phong Phu véi Bac Trang (thuoc phu Lac Hoa, tinh
Vinh Long) dé 1ap thanh mot hat méi, dat toa b tai
Tra On va chi mot nam sau lai doi tda bd vé Céi
Ring (Can Tho). Ngay 23/2/1876, Thong ddc Nam
ky ra nghi dinh lay huyén Phong Phl va mot phan
cac huyén An Xuyén, Tan Thanh dé thanh lap hat
Can Tho (arrondissement de Cantho). Nam 1899,
Phap ra nghi dinh dbi “hat” thanh “tinh”; “huyén”
thanh “quéan”; viéc chuyén ddi nay duoc thyc hién
vao dau nam 1900. Theo d6, hat Can Tho duoc ddi
thanh tinh Can Tho, gdm 4 quan: Chau Thanh,
Phung Hiép, O M6n, Cau Ké. Nam 1921 c6 thém
quan Tra On. Tinh Iy tinh Can Tho dat tai lang Tan
An thuéc quan Chau Thanh (Tinh y & UBND tinh
Can Tho, 2002).

Nam 1945, nudc ta gianh duge doc lap, nhung
thuc dan Phap da quay tré lai xam lugc; budc nhan
dan ta phai dung Ién chéng Phép. Trong thoi ky
chdng Phép (1946-1954), chinh quyén khang chién
¢6 diéu chinh mét phan dia gisi hanh chinh tinh Can
Tho. Trong d6, Can Tho nhan thém huyeén Thét Nt
(tinh Long Xuyén), cac huyén Long My, GO Quao,
Giong Riéng, thi x4 Rach Gié (tinh Rach Gia) va
huyén Ké Sach (tinh Soc Tring); dong thoi giao hai
huyén Tra On va Cau Keé vé tinh Vinh Tra (Vinh
Long - Tra Vinh) (Tinh uy & UBND tinh Can Tho,
2002).

Niam 1954, sau Hiép dinh Genéve, & mién Nam
nudéc ta c6 hai hé thdng chinh quyén song song ton
tai, thuong goi 1a chinh quyén Sai Gon® va chinh
quyén Cach mang®. Vé phia chinh quyén Sai Gon:
nam 1956, tén tinh Can Tho dugc ddi thanh tinh
Phong Dinh. V& phia chinh quyén Cach mang, tén
goi tinh Can Tho van duoc duy tri nhung dia gidi
hanh chinh c6 thay d6i mot phan: Nam 1969, thi x4
Cin Tho dugc tach khoi tinh Can Tho dé truc thuoc
khu Tay Nam Bo. Nam 1971, thi xa Can Tho tr6 lai
thuoc tinh Can Tho. Nam 1972, thi Xd Can Tho trd
thanh thanh phé Can Tho, tryc thuoc khu Tay Nam
Bo (Tinh uy & UBND tinh Can Tho, 2002).

Sau ngay mién Nam giai phong (30/4/1975), ta
hay bo hé théng hanh chinh caa chinh quyén Sai
Gon, lay lai tén goi tinh Can Tho va thanh phd Can
Tho. Nam 1976, tinh Can Tho va thanh phd Can Tho
duoc hop nhat vai tinh Séc Tring thanh tinh Hau
Giang. Dén cudi nam 1991, hai tinh Can Tho va S6c

4 Chinh phu Céch mang 1am thoi Céng hoa mién Nam
Viét Nam


https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/S%C3%B3c_Tr%C4%83ng
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Trang duoc tai 1ap tr¢ lai (Tinh ty & UBND tinh
Can Tho, 2002).

Ngay 26/11/2003, Qudc hoi ra Nghi quyét chia
tach tinh Can Tho thanh thanh phd Can Tho truc
thugc Trung wong va tinh Hau Giang. Dau nam
2004, thanh phd Can Tho chinh thirc di vao hoat
dong véi hé théng hanh chinh méi bao gom 4 quan:
Ninh Kiéu, Binh Thiy, Cai Riang, O Moén va 4
huyén: Phong Dién, Co Do, Thét Nét, Vinh Thanh
(Quéc hoi, 2003; Chinh phu, 2004).

Nam 2008, Chinh phu ra Nghi dinh diéu chinh
dia gi¢i hanh chinh x&, thanh 1ap x& thuéc huyén
Thét Nét, Vinh Thanh, Co Do; thanh 1ap méi quan
Thét N6t va céc phuong truc thudc; diéu chinh dia
giéi hanh chinh huyén Co Do dé thanh lap huyén
Théi Lai thudc thanh phd Can Tho (Chinh phu,
2008).

Hién nay, thanh phé Can Tho ¢6 9 don vi hanh
chinh gom 5 quan (Ninh Kiéu, Cai Ring, Binh
Thay, O Mén, Thét N6t) va 4 huyén (Phong Dién,
Co Do, Théi Lai, Vinh Thanh). Theo sé liéu nim
2019, thanh phé Can Tho c6 dién tich 1.439 km?;
dan sb 1.236 nghin nguoi; mat do6 dan sé 859
ngudi/km? (Téng cuc Thong ké, 2020).

3.2. Ban vé dia danh “Cén Tho”

Theo y kién mét s6 nha nghién cau thi tén goi
“Can Tho” khong duoc sir sach ghi chép rd rang.
Sach Pia chi Can Tho (2002) c6 doan viét: “Vé tén
goi Can Tho, trong sit sdch xwa nay, khéng c6 ghi
chép xudt xit 16 rang nhw tén goi mét sé tinh khéc,
chi c6 nhaing truyén thuyét do cdc bé lio dia phiong
doi truéc ké cho con chdau doi sau” (Tinh ty &
UBND tinh Cén Tho, 2002).

Trong sach Can Tho xwea va nay, soan gia Huynh
Minh (1966) ciing cho rang: “Riéng hai tiéng “Can
Tho” trong st khong co ghi chép ro rang nhu cdac
tinh khac”. Tir d6, ong da dé cap dén nguon géc tén
goi “Can Tho” do dan gian truyén lai nhu sau:

Thi nhat: Twong truyén luc chia Nguyén Anh
trén diong bon tau vao Nam da di qua nhiéu noi dé
tranh Tdy Son muwu do phuc quéc. Luc bay gio Ngai
ngu trén mot chiéc thuyén di ngang dong séng Hau,
thuge dia phdn huyén Phong Phi thd thuyén theo
song gio lénh dénh trén mat meéc, bong nghe tiéng
ngdm tho, dan dich, hd hat, hda nhau rat nhip
nhdng. Ngai xic déng va dat tén con sdng nay la
Cam Thi giang. Lan lan hai tiéng Cam Thi dwoc lan
rong ra dan chung, dwoc docC trai la “Can Tho”
(Huynh Minh 1966, tr.49).
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Thir hai: Cde b6 ldo dia phiong ké \ai rang, noi
ddy xuwea cé trong rat nhiéu logi rau can va rau thom,
moi khi chi vieon cdt rau dem di bdn, rao ciing
drong: ai mua rau can, rau thom khéng?

Rau C?m, rau thom xanh mudét,
Mua mau kéo hét, cham buéc khdng con.

Thién hg xtm nhau mua hai logi rau nay rat
nhiéu. Dan dan pho bien thanh céu ca dao:

Rau can lgi véi rau thom
Phdi ching dat dy rau thom cé nhiéu.
(Huynh Minh 19686, tr.50).

Co6 thé thay rang, hai cach giai thich nay déu
khong c6 can cir rd rang va khong thuyét phuc. Ban
than soan gia Huynh Minh ciing cho rang: “Hai gid
thuyét nay khong biét gia thuyér nao diing” (Huynh
Minh 1966, tr.50).

Gia thuyét thir nhat ¢6 nhitng didu bat hop 1y nhur
sau: (1) vé mit tam ly, chda Nguy&n Anh trong tam
trang chay trén quan Tay Son thi khong thé dé tam
dén nhitng ngudi dan hat trén séng ma dat tén 1a
“Cam Thi”; (2) dia danh Han-Viét thoi bay gio duoc
dung rat pho bién, nén néu “Cam Thi” 1a tr Han-
Viét, ma lai do chda Nguyén Anh dit, thi s& duoc
dan chidng gitr nguyén, chir khéng thé doc trai thanh
“Cén Tho”.

Gia thuyét thtr hai ciing c6 nhitng diém bét hop
ly: (1) khi Tran Giang con la mot thu so quan sy thi
dan cu ¢ ving nay con thua thét, thi truong chua
phét trién nén viéc trong nhiéu rau dé ban dén muc
ndi tiéng 1a khong thé xay ra; (2) theo phuong ngir
Nam B9, rau thom duoc goi la ngod (ngo ri, ngo
gai,...), nén khi rao hang phai goi 1a “can ngo6™; (3)
khong c6 tai liéu hoidc bang chiing thuc té nao cho
thdy & Can Tho xua c6 ndi tiéng vé trdng rau can,
rau thom; (4) cau “ca dao” do soan gia Huynh Minh
dan ra “Phdi chdng dat dy rau thom c¢é nhiéu” 1a mot
cau hoi tu tir, cang 1am cho gia thuyét nay thém mo
hd, khé chap nhan.

Khi tra ctru cac st liéu vé thoi chia Nguyén va
triéu Nguy2n thi thiy tén goi “Can Tho™ d co tir rat
som, trudc khi xuit hién dao Trin Giang. Sach Gia
Dinh thanh théng chi do Trinh Hoai D¢ bién soan
dudi triéu vua Gia Long vao nam At Stru (1805) va
dang I&n vua Minh Mang vao nam Canh Thin (1820)
da chép vé “Can Tho giang” (song Can Tho) nhu
sau: “Cdn Tho giang: ¢ bo phia tdy Hau Giang,
réng 8 tam, sau 5 tam, cach trdn vé phia nam 210
dam rudi. Bén bo phia tay 1a thi s¢ dao Tran Giang,


https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/S%C3%B3c_Tr%C4%83ng
https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qu%E1%BB%91c_h%E1%BB%99i_Vi%E1%BB%87t_Nam
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& ddy cho phé dong diic, buén ban rat sam udt...”
(Trinh Hoai Puc, 2006).

Ciing sach nay khi chép vé tri s¢ huyén Vinh
Dinh di no6i dén “xt Can Tho” nhu sau: “Huyén
Vinh Binh: Cong viéc kho khan, tri sé tai dat thon
Tan An, xi¢ Can Tho, quy ché nhu cic huyén
trude” (Trinh Hoai Buc, 2006).

Dang luu ¥, cac sach chép vé thoi ky “bon tau”
cta chia Nguyén Anh da nhiéu lan dé cap dén dia
danh Can Tho. Sach Quéc trieu chinh bién toat yéu
chép chuyén chia Nguyén Anh dén Can Tho vao
nam Binh Than (1776) nhu sau: “Mua dong nam
Binh Than, Ngai qua xi&z Tam Phu (thudc tinh Dinh
Twong) chiéu tdp binh Péng Son, Tdy Son chiém
thanh Sai Gon (thugc tinh Gia Pinh), dirc Dué Ton
vao Dang Giang (thudc tinh Pinh Tuong), Ngai dem
binh Péng Son vmg tiép, hau dirc Dué Ton qua Cdn
Tho'..” (Qudc st quén tridu Nguyén, 1972).

Sach Pgi Nam thyc luc chép vé& su kién chua
Nguyén Anh hop quén véi Mac Thién Tt (tirc Mac
Thién Tich) tai Can Tho vao nam Pinh Dau (1777)
nhu sau: “Mua hg, thang 4, quan gidc ddanh Tai Phu.
Chitia di Long Huwng (tén dat thugc tinh Dinh
Twong). Gap muea to, gidc duoi khdng kip. 6 Thanh
Nhan tr Gia Khé ddn quan lgi. Chla lgi di Céan Tho
(tén dat, tirc thii s¢ dao Trdn Giang, Mac Thién Ti
tir khi that thi Ha Tién lui dong & day) hop quan
véi Mgc Thién Ti#” (Qudc st quan triéu Nguyén,
2007).

Sach Quac triéu chinh bién toét yéu chép vé su
kién quan T4y Son tin cdng quan Nguyén Anh tai
ctra Can Tho (noi séng Can Tho d6 vao song Hau)
vao nim Nham Dan (1782) nhu sau: “Thang 3,
Nhac, Hué vao ddanh cira Can The, Ngai sai Tong
Phiic Thiém dem binh thity bay trdn ¢ song That Ky,
gidgc nhon thang thé xong téi, quan ta phai lui”
(Quéc sir quan tridu Nguyén, 1972).

Dudi tridu Nguy2n, thii & dao Tran Giang dugc
sach Dai Nam nhat théng chi goi la “thu s& dao Tran
Giang cii” khi chép vé sdng Can Tho nhu sau: “Séng
Can Tho: & vé phia bo tdy Hau Giang, cach huyén
Phong Phi 3 dam vé phia dong, rong 4 truong, Sau
2 truong rudi. Bo phia tay 1a tha sé dao Tréan
Giang cii, ph6 x& trd mat, budn béan tap nap” (Quéc
sir quan triéu Nguyén, 2006).

Dong thoi, sich Pai Nam nhat théng chi con
chép vé chg Can Tho & ly s& huyén Phong Phti nhur
sau: “Chg Cdn Tho': ¢ ly sé huyén Phong Pha, gén
song Can Tho” (Qudc sir quén triéu Nguy@n, 2006).
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Nhu vay, tén goi “Can Tho” dung dé chi sdng
Can Tho da c6 trudc khi chiia Nguyén Anh dén Tran
Giang. Pén thoi chda Nguyén va tridu Nguyén thi
ngoai tén song, tén goi “Can Tho™ con dung dé chi
xit Can Tho va chg Can Tho. Tuy nhién, tén goi
“Can Tho” luc bay gio chi 1a dia danh dan gian, ma
khong duoc st dung lam dia danh hanh chinh. Bén
thoi Phép thudc thi tén goi “Can Tho” méi duoc sit
dung cho don vi hanh chinh Ia hat Can Tho.

Theo Duong Vin Triém (2019), khi thiét lap cac
don vi hanh chinh & Nam Ky, nguoi Phép rat ling
tng trudc tinh trang cac dia danh thuong cé 2 tén:
my danh (tén do triéu dinh dat), tuc danh (tén do dan
gian dat). Dé chim dut tinh trang nay, ngay
27/2/1868, Thong déc Nam Ky De Lagrandiére cho
I4p mot tiy ban diéu tra va chu truong thong nhat sir
dung tén goi dan gian (tuc danh) cho cac dia danh
hanh chinh (Duong Van Triém, 2019, tr. 18).

V& ngudn gbc ngdn ngir cua tén goi “Can Tho”,
nhiéu nha nghién ctiu cho rang d6 khong phai la tir
tiéng Viét hoic Han-Viét. Theo Bui Pac Tinh
(1999), “Can Tho khéng phai 1A tir Han-Viét va
khong c6 nghia”. COn Lé Trung Hoa (2011) nhan
xét: “Trong tiéng Viét hién dai, Can Tho khéng cé
vy nghia gi".

Tir nhimg can ci nhu trén, ¢6 thé suy doan rang:
tén goi “Can Tho” bat nguon tir ngdn ngir dia
phuong va dugc bién &m sang tleng Viét (Viét héa).
O déy c6 thé nghi dén ngudn gdc tiéng Khmer, boi
vi ngudi Khmer l1a moét trong nhirng cu dan ban dia
& Can Tho, ciing nhu ¢ DPBSCL. Hién nay, tai trung
tam thanh phd Can Tho c6 hai ngdi chua Khmer rat
néi tiéng 1a chua Munir Ansay ¢ dai 16 Hoa Binh,
phuong Tan An va chua Pitu Khosa Rangsay &
duong Mac Dinh Chi, phuong An Cu. Ca hai ngdi
chuia nay déu la nhitng ng6i chiia Khmer hoanh trang
va dep & DPBSCL. DPay la noi sinh hoat tén giéo tin
ngudng ciia ngudi Khmer trong ving va la diém du
lich hap dan di voi du khach khi dén thanh phé Can
Tho.

No6i vé nguoi Khmer ¢ Can Tho, sach Chuyén
khdao vé tinh Can Tho (Monographie de la province
de Can-tho), xudt bdn nam 1904, c6 doan viét :
“Nguoi Kho-me [ngwoi Khmer] trudc day la nhiing
nguwoi cir ngy duy nhdt ¢ viing nay cho téi cudi the
ky qua, thoi ky nguoi An-nam [nguoi Viét] bt dau
t6i dinh cw tai ving dat nay”’ (Hoi Nghién ciru Dong
Duong, 2017, tr.47).

V& ngudn gbc tiéng Khmer cua tén goi “Can
Tho”, nha nghién ciru Bui Buc Tinh (1999) nhan
xét: “...ngir am cua tur Khmer Kintho chi mét logi
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ca hién nay con kha phé bién ¢ Can Tho, théng
thwong duwot goi 12 ca sat ran, nhung dong bao ¢ Ba
Tri (tinh Bén Tre) van goi 1a c& 10 tho. Tir quan diém
vicng chdc rang 10 tho 1a mét danh tir chung tao
thanh bang cach Viét héa tieng Khmer Kintho,
nguwoi nghién cizu ¢6 thé swu tam nhitng ne liéu ve
lich st dan tgc, veé sinh hoat ciia nguwoi Khmer thoi
xa xwa trong dia phirong ndy trong nhiéu huéng di
dén két lugn” (Bui Buc Tinh, 1999).

Con nha dia danh hoc Lé Trung Hoa (2011) cho
rang su chuyén d6i tir Kintho thanh Can Tho la phu
hop véi quy luat bién am trong tiéng Viét: “Ve mat
ngit &m, Am cé cuavan “dn” la “in”. O'thé ky XVII,
nguoi Viét noi: nhin ditc (nhdn dvc), nhin sdm (nhan
sam), tiéu nhin (tiéu nhdn), ... Ngodi ra, giira &m 0
(kin tho) va dm o (can tho) ciing c6 nhiéu tién 1¢
chuyén dsi: (con) so — so (ban ddu), dé6 — né (cho
ng), (hang) dém — rém, hop (lai) - hop,...” (L&
Trung Hoa, 2011).

4. KET LUAN

Nhu vay, tir cac goc do dia ly, lich s, vin hoa
va ngdn ngir, ¢6 thé hinh dung qua trinh hinh thanh
va bién d6i dia danh “Can Tho” nhu sau: (1) tén goi
déu tién xuat hién ¢ ving nay 1a song Can Tho, bat
nguon tir tiéng Khmer “kin-tho” (c6 nghia 14 ca sic
ran); (2) tir tén séng Can Tho trd thanh tén dat (xir)
Can Tho va chg Can Tho dudi thoi chia Nguyén va
triéu Nguyén; (3) dén thoi Phap thudc, tén goi “Can
Tho” duge dit cho don vi hanh chinh 1a hat Céan
Tho;, (4) tir d6, tén goi “Céan Tho” dugc sir dung lam
dia danh hanh chinh céc thoi ky tiép theo nhu tinh
Can Tho va thanh phé Can Tho dén ngay nay.

Nhin lai lich sir 265 nam tir dao Trin Giang
(1739) va 128 nam tir hat Can Tho (1876) dén thanh
phd Can Tho tryc thugc Trung wong (2004) thoi
gian that 12 ngan ngui, nhung Tran Giang - Can Tho
da phat trién vuot bac, tir mot tha s quan su tré
thanh mot dé thi sim uat, dong vai trd quan trong
trong qué trinh phét trién mién Tay Nam Bo. Pang
Iwu ¥ 13 su phét trién cua Can Tho khong lam mat di
dang vé hién hoa, tho mong cua mot do thi mién
song nudc:

Cdn Tho gao trdng, nwéc trong
Ai di dén do, long khéng muon ve.
(Ca dao Nam Bg)
TAI LIEU THAM KHAO
Bui Buc Tinh. (1999). Luoc khao nguén géc dia

danh Nam Bg. NXB Vin Nghé, TP.Ho Chi
Minh.104 tr.
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